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FROM THE PREZ
I must admit it was a great feeling to finally kick the season off last Saturday, seeing scores of kids running around in
the blue and gold stripes keen to impress their family and friends for the first game and to see if they could one day
be a future Wanderer or Socceroo…or even a Matilda! I hope you are all taking many photos and videos! These are
memories that money just can’t buy! I know I took a photo of my under 13’s team just before the game so that my
daughter and her children can look back on it one day. I also took the photo because this team will be grand
champions in early September! Yes, I have declared it right here and now! We’ve got to have goals, right?!
We had mixed results over the weekend and I am not just talking about the score sheet. There are still some teams
without coaches and this is proving to be a big challenge. I really do hope we don’t have to shut down the team and
refund kids their fees. And for those teams with coaches, not all have managers. TO ALL PARENTS, please don’t
hesitate to ask your coach if there is anything you can do to make the team better…whether it be half time oranges,
washing the shirts or offering to take some kids to away games – we are all volunteers and helping out is very much
appreciated to make your team the best it can be!
Speaking of helping out, now that parents can see what needs to be done on a Saturday morning – nets, line marking,
benches, witches hats, bins and goal posts - each team will be on a roster to help with Saturday morning ground set
up. When it’s your team’s turn, please volunteer because many hands make light work.
I have to say the Membership Kits have been a great success and the kids all looked very sharp in their black
WARATAH SOCCER T-shirts. To avoid confusion however, please ensure all the items are marked with your child’s
name. If any child still doesn’t have their kit, please see the coach or a club committee member.
Now that the season is underway, I look forward to walking around the grounds when I find the spare time to
introduce myself to you all and take on board any and all feedback that we can use to make your club better. Having
said that… I will leave you with this, something I read on Facebook yesterday: “Complaining about a problem
without proposing a solution, is called whining”. Remember we are all volunteers donating our time because our
kids are worth it.
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MATCH REPORTS
It is our intention to feature in every newsletter every match report we receive so, coaches (and managers
and parents), please organise among yourselves to ensure someone is selected to write a report of the
match!

The photo of the round goes to the U6 Red-BLK team. The players are so happy with their
hard-fought win the photo makes you want to grin along with them. Thanks to Michelle who
sent in the photo.

Under 6 Red-BLK
What a great first game to mark the start of the season! We played against Ermington United and at the
start it wasn’t looking too good for us with the opposition scoring three first half goals to just one from us.
It appears we need more practice retrieving the ball when the other team has possession as our players
seem a bit reluctant to jump in to try to win the ball back.
However, after some refreshing half-time oranges, we began the second half with great energy and ended
up scoring four unanswered goals!
Well done to Rhys, Jaiden, and Rashan, you guys defended the ball really well!
It was great to see Joanne not being afraid to get right in there and snatch the ball out from Ermington a
few times and Romir, even though
you were a bit late to get in the
game, your passing of the ball was
excellent!
Congratulations to Rhys and
Rashan for scoring their first goals
in their Granville Waratah career
and we welcomed back Jaiden who
is returning from last year, good
work for your goal!
Thank you to Rhys's mum Michelle
for being a great team manager
and for taking first duty to bring
half time oranges and to wash the
team jerseys.
Final score: 5-3 to Granville
Waratah
Ish (Coach)
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Under 6 Red-WHT
It was a bright sunny day for playing soccer against a full Rydalmere FC side that had 10 players to choose
from against our determined team of just four mini-roos.
Rydalmere scored two quick goals in the first 10 mins before we had really started to play. Rana put in a
great defensive effort by trying to ensure the ball was kicked out of play anytime our gaol was in danger.
Ejaz regularly came to her rescue and in one great passage of play, after the 4th attempt at goal from the
opposition we manoeuvred the ball out of bounds. It was quite incredible to see.
Troy set the game alight when he broke through their line, dribbled his way into their territory, passed it to
Rana who then passed it to Rohan and suddenly we had scored our first goal! The kids were so excited,
they all high fived each other and we could see they were hungry to score more. Then it was half-time and
the kids had some fruit to eat and a quick drink.
In the second half, Rydelmere kept on coming close to our goal many times but Troy, Rana, Ejaz and Rohan
kept spoiling their attacks and kept the ball out. It was exciting to see such defensive determination as this
was probably their first ever game and they already knew how important it is to keep the ball out of the
net. They couldn't stop themselves jumping up and down with joy every time they led Rydelmere away
from their goal. We broke through their line again and Ejaz, Rana and Rohan led it. Rohan used his pace to
great effect and with better ball control could have scored another 3 or 4 goals.
Late in the game, another raid into the opposition half with all four players ended with Rohan scoring the
second and equalising goal for Granville Waratah with no one from Rydalmere even close, and weren’t the
players delighted!
Final score: 2-2
For our second game this Saturday the 29th, I urge parents to be on time (30 mins) before the scheduled
play time so we have time to change, warm up and get to meet and understand the rules and learn to play
as a team.
Sandeep (Assistant Coach)
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Under 6 Green
What a way to start the season for the Under 6 Greens with a solid and convincing 6-2 win over Parramatta
City. Hats off to all the players for a great performance with only limited preparation and training!
Parsa was strong in defence and threatening in attack, scoring his first goal. Yash never gave up and was
applying pressure throughout the whole game. He looked like he has been playing for years.
Shreyas put in a strong performance and battled through the pain after falling down, that’s teamwork and
leadership for you! Dontae had a great game and was menacing in attack scoring a couple of goals. Keep it
up son.
Dhruv was cheering from the sidelines supporting his team and I am sure he will be on the field next week.
Special mention to Dewan who had a solid game despite playing with unfamiliar players.
Nabhya and Pranshu could not make the game but I am sure they will be roaring to go for a strong
performance next week.
Thanks to the support of all the parents and families. Remember without the support of family and friends,
this team will not be complete. Thank you!
Final score: 2-6 to Granville Waratah
Daniel (Coach)
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Under 7 Red
To say Red team players were very keen to play their first game of the season is the understatement of the
year! With only two training sessions under our belt, maybe some tentative displays of teamwork were to
be expected but any fears were quickly dispelled as we shot to a two goal lead against our opponents,
Dundas United.
The Patel’s, Dhruv and Harsh were solid in defence and stopped many attacks from the opposition. They
work very well together, like close family should, and will be invaluable throughout the season.
Gabby and Eilam were dogged scrappers for the ball and both used their great acceleration to advance our
attacks and stop the ball from entering our goal. Great work Eilam and Gabriel!
Troy, newly promoted from the under 6 age group, bagged the first two goals of his Granville Waratah
career in an outstanding first game effort. He has a lot of pace and I can see more goals in his future. Well
done Troy!
Jordan’s ball control has to be seen to be believed, leading him to be able to retrieve the ball from the
opposition and constantly be the outlet to other players who could then start our attacks. He’s already the
general of our midfield play and will be the source of many assists this season. And he scored two goals!
Nathan was as accurate as ever in shooting for goal. He didn’t miss any reasonable chances, we were
treated to a nice long range strike from just inside half-way, and he’s already gunning for the golden boot
award - if we had such a thing - with a hat-trick in his first game. Well done Nathan!
The final score: 8-0 to Granville Waratah, with Nathan scoring four or five goals. I encourage all coaches to
ask a parent to take an accurate count of who scored goals to prevent little and not-so-little disputes
between players who think it was five goals, and his dad the coach who thinks it was four!
Andy (Coach)

Under 7 Green
Even though we lost the game to our opponents Parramatta City, the players still looked good despite very
little training. Ryan and Ethan scored two goals each for our team and with some further training for
everyone in the team we should start to see some wins.
Final score: 4-6 to Parramatta City
John M (Assistant Coach)
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Under 7 Blue
When only 3 players (out of 6) turned up to the game we asked our opposition, Dundas United, if they
could loan us a player and they kindly did!
As it was only our first game of the season without much training, we did admirably well to restrict Dundas
to only four goals while scoring one in reply. Oliver and Sameep continued their good form from their solid
first season last year with dogged ball scrapping from Oliver and great defending from Sameep.
Congratulations to Sadaf for scoring her first ever goal in a competitive match! This
follows on from her very last training session from last year where she scored her first
ever goal. I think we can expect more great moments from Sadaf this season.
And thanks to Ahmed from Dundas United for agreeing to be an honorary Granville
Waratah for the game!
Final score: 1-4 to Dundas United
Mahendra (Assistant Coach)

Under 12 Div 3
Our first game of the season was a home game against Wenty Waratah and the opposition started off well
with some quick attacks but our defensive line held firm with quick and agile Aavash controlling the centre
of defence. Our goal keeper Reyaj was only required to make very simple saves at the start of the game.
Once our players settled and started to get into the game we started to use the flanks, and after just ten
minutes with some great running by Ibrahim we had our first shot on goal.
After some high intensity play, the team managed to finally put one away in the first half
with great work from the midfielders Kenan, Kashif and Wisam before Ibrahim used his
magic touch to open up the account for the season.
With no reserves to draw upon, the team went right back on and continued to dominate
the 2nd half and a quick ball from Dean down the right wing found the fast and the
courageous Ricky sprinting down the right wing before crossing a perfect ball for waiting
Kashif to score the team’s second goal.
We also had a chance to score a third with Reyaj’s shot being denied by the woodwork. Another chance
came when a great run down the right wing from defender Dev ended with him getting knocked over; he
got up and continued his run towards goal, only to have the final shot taken off his toes.
As it’s only our first game, the entire team did extremely well considering for most of the players this was
the first time playing on a full size field and with no reserves. Well done team!
Final score: 2-0 to Granville Waratah
Goran (Coach)
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Under 13 Div 2
Our season opener was away against Newington. This was a very frustrating game as largely we dominated
territory but failed to score any goals. The score was 0-1 at half time after we gifted them an own goal from
a slip up miskick – It was unlucky for Moey but he will learn from that lesson. And so will the team learn
from Newington’s second and final goal. What is clear is that the team is not at the fitness levels we
wanted and need to be and if the midfield won’t get back after going forward, then we will leak more goals
in the future.
This was a good reality check for the team and they will use this to motivate them to play smarter and
better. All the players from last season need to step it up for next week. We must tighten up our play and
play with better structure from the midfield.
There are some very good positives from this game we can take away though. Firstly, Player of the Match
performance from Shree in centre fullback played very well especially for his first ever game. Rohan was
killing it in the first half out wide on the right… but his team forgot he was out there in the second half. In
fact I was impressed with all the players that were playing their first ever game.
It’s a long season and I know we will have many victories to celebrate with.
Final score: 2-0 to Newington
Noel (Coach)
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Under 15 Div 2
Our players had nerves right before the start of our game against Greystanes because we lacked a keeper!
Thanks to Arthaba who turned up to keep our goal and did a great job. The boys settled and resorted to
their normal passing style of play - indeed a through pass to Nick and a rebound from Raj gave us the lead.
Early in the second half Om displayed a fighting effort that got us the second goal. Our defence was solid
with Gano and Tyrone, and also Jack at left back. We controlled the game well, James showing his presence
when he cut off the Greystanes left side.
We kept out-pacing the Greystanes team as the midfield lead by Yasin and Ishmael could not be stopped,
indeed we missed quite a few chances. Our right wing was functioning well with Mitchell crossing in some
hard balls and also several times shooting at goal – he got us our marvellous third goal.
The team led for most of the game and it wasn’t until tiredness of the body and mind kicked in that we
started losing our game plan and Greystanes used our weakness to their advantage and scored two goals in
the last minutes of the game. However this being our first game of the season I would say the boys did well.
Thanks to the parents who helped as officials and Nick’s mum who offered to wash our jerseys. We are not
settling for less this season as our under 15s are only going to get better.
Final score: 5-3 to Greystanes
John B (Coach)

YOUTH 1 (Under 17 Div 1)
The first game of the season was Toongabbie away at their home ground. Having not played them last year
we didn’t know they had a very quick centre striker. At half time this striker had Toonie up 2-0. We were
not playing well at all!
At half time we changed the formation to my favoured 4-5-1 and gave Taw the task of doing nothing else
but to mark their speedster out of the game. He did this so well he received the Man of the Match award
because while he was performing that task the team scored five second half goals!!
Ali Latifi opened the 2017 account with a skilful opportunistic first. Other goal scorers were Mbachi
(welcome back), Ahmed, and little Ali scored a brace. We use him as an impact player, our secret weapon!
He comes on for 2 minutes, scores and then we take him off… not letting the opposition know what hit
them! His nick name should be The Lochness Monster. He is like a mystery… we are not sure he even exists!
Despite the dominance in the second half, we got sloppy, greedy and selfish when we hit the lead. This is
not confidence, it’s a kind of arrogance, and we let Toonie score one more goal they really shouldn’t have.
But the game was well in control at this stage and at full time we very much enjoyed singing our victory
song!
Final score: 3-5 to Granville Waratah
Noel (Coach)
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Cottam Cup Update
I can report that after all the postponements due to rain, my under 17s (Youth 1) finally managed to play
their round one against Pendle Hill’s all-age senior 1’s. At half time we were down 1-0 after a penalty but
had earned the respect of the opposition. However it turned out they were ultimately too big, strong and
skilled. The final result was a bit unfair, 5-0 to Pendle Hill, but the boys were far from disgraced, the
experience was awesome and will be valuable as the season progresses. The team knows they are the club’s
senior most team and accept the responsibility that goes with that.
Noel (Coach)

Other Results:
U6/Blue
U8/Green
U9/Blue
U10/1
U11/3
U14/2

Lost 13-0 (it was 4 vs 3!)
Lost 7-1
Won 4-0
Won 2-1
Lost 4-1
Lost 3-1

VACANT CLUB POSITIONS
The following positions are currently available and any help would be hugely appreciated. These positions
are:
CANTEEN MANAGER: The role is exactly what it states. Our previous manager is studying for her HSC and
can't commit to being there every week due to studies, but will help out when possible. The role includes
organising food to sell, preparing and running the canteen on match days. The manager will work with
Vince (our treasurer) and offers front row seats for all games on the main field.
EQUIPMENT MANAGER: The role is basically making sure that our teams receive all relevant equipment and
that they return it at the end of the season. Equipment includes jerseys, balls, cones, ball bags and anything
else necessary.
MINI-ROOS COORDINATOR: The role is to oversee what is happening with the Mini-Roos teams. These are
U6's to U11's. The role is to be a contact person for anyone, preferably coaches and managers, to speak to
in regards to any issues, suggestions or matters that have come up and report them to the committee.
WEB DESIGNER: the club would like to give its web page a fresh new look. If we have any talented web
designers within the Waratah family, here is your chance to make your mark.
For all positions you will receive the whole support of the committee as well as the satisfaction of knowing
that you are helping your child/ren, their friends, team mates and your community. To volunteer, please
speak to any committee member who will gladly explain more detail if necessary and/or get you started.
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TEN QUESTIONS
A regular feature of our newsletters, this is where we ask totally random (but coincidentally prominent)
people some questions to see what they make of the world… this week we’ve got Club Registrar Andy
Gianniotis…
Andy only became involved with the club last year, volunteering to coach his son’s Under 6 Blue team. After
a successful season with a well organised group of players and parents, he put his hand up to take over the
club registrar role from Tony our current club secretary - who was doing both jobs! Let’s see what makes
him tick…
1. Favourite A League player:
Brendan Santalab
2. Favourite International Player:
Lionel Messi
3. Favourite breakfast cereal:
Wheat-Bix
4. Kebab or pizza?
Pizza, preferably a DIY effort
5. Favourite superhero?
All the unsung mothers out there (who are the real
superheroes of the world)
6. Favourite saying?
Those who say it can’t be done shouldn’t interrupt those who
are doing it!
7. Favourite song on the radio right now:
Wish You Were Here by Pink Floyd. If you listen to Triple M it’s still on the radio :)
8. If you could have dinner with anyone in the world, who would it be with?
Patrick Stewart. He single-handedly made Star Trek worth watching, and is hilarious as Avery on
American Dad.
9. If you had only 24 hours to live, what would you do?
I would spend it with my son, Nathan, with whom I have the most awesome relationship with, and
also his mum.
10. Your favourite Granville Waratah moment?
Handing my son the Best and Fairest award for last year’s season. As I was his coach, I organised a
vote among all the team’s parents to determine the winner, which is something I highly recommend
organising regardless if your child is in the team you coach.

We would like to thank our major sponsor:
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