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FROM THE PREZ
Many of you may not know this but our association, the Granville & Districts Soccer Football Association
(GDSFA), is the oldest in Australia. Founded in 1900, the GDSFA is even older than the Commonwealth of
Australia which was founded on 1 January 1901, when our nation was still a collection of colonies! You can
read all about it here: www.granvillesoccer.com.au/about-gdsfa/history
I write this because when you read this fascinating historical piece you will also learn that our club was a
founding member in 1901! We are the oldest soccer football club in Western Sydney! You can read all
about our history and even read old newspapers on our website too.
So you can imagine that during the past 118 years our Association and club is
layered with a rich glorious history, none more so than that which is found in
the Cottam Cup. The Cottam Cup is the oldest continuously played for knock
out competition in Australian soccer football…and our club has won it the most
with 12 titles! You can watch a wonderful video that I researched and directed
here: www.granvillesoccer.com.au/cottam-cup/cottam-cup-history
Last week my All Age Division 5 White team played the first round of the
Cottam Cup for 2019. This is a brand new team and had never played before
together. I can say with pride and confidence that the lads put in a wonderful
and inspiring performance. The result didn’t go our way losing 2-1 to a soft
penalty late in the game but we dominated for much of the game and it is for
this reason losing was a bitter pill to swallow.

The Cottam Cup is named
after Private J.W. Cottam

Did we have a realistic chance of winning the Cup with this team? Save for a Cinderella story, probably not,
but that’s not the motivation for entering my team. Our club has a connection with the Cottam Cup and so I
believe it is important we always have a presence in such tournaments. Ultimately I would love to see our
club grow to a point where we will again have the talent to field a premier league squad and then truly
make a claim for the Cottam Cup as we have in the past.
Our Golden Age was from 1967 to 1973 when we were undefeated and the Association’s best. If you want
to find out more about these teams, please ask our Treasure Vince Wyatt, because he played in those
Champion teams and has been with our club SINCE 1965!
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FROM THE SECRETARY
Our club, the oldest soccer club in Western Sydney, has survived all this time on volunteer power alone. The
club committee is greatly encouraged by all the new coaches and managers that have put their hand up to
help this season as we couldn’t run the club without you! So parents, please help your team’s coach as
much as you can because they deserve your support.
Our club volunteer rosters are starting for the next round. Each team will be
rostered on to help setup the grounds and to also provide some people to help staff
the canteen. The rosters will be designed around then your team is playing at home,
taking into account the time your team is playing as much as possible.
So when it’s your team’s turn on the roster, please put your name forward to be a part of the engine room
of our club which makes everything happen and allows your kids to score their goals and make their
memories!
The club training shirts, which are free to all paid up registered members, will be handed out to players at
their next training. If you are going away for the Easter break, your shirts will be handed out when you get
back.

MATCH REPORTS
It is our intention to feature in all newsletters, every match report we receive. Coaches, managers and
parents, please organise among you to ensure someone is selected to write a report of the match!
Please remember to caption who is who in any photos your team submits to be included in this
newsletter. Email to: secretary@granvillewaratah.com.au
All previous newsletters are available from the club website here.
Please Note: The final score will only be shown for U8s and up. For 6s and 7s as we don’t want to
encourage parents to focus on the score but how much fun and enjoyment their kids are having.
Each week we choose the best report to be the Featured Match Report, this week it goes to the Under 9
Wombats with a great read about the correct spirit in which to play the beautiful game. Thanks to coach
Mike for sending it in!
The Under 8 Koalas win the Photo of the Round. Thanks to coach Paul for sending it in!
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Under 9 Wombats – Featured Match Report
A sunny but chill Saturday morning saw our team heading to Parramatta City's Eric Primrose Park for their
first organised football game … ever! For most of the players it was not only their first game together for
the club, but first ever game in their entire sporting life.
The parents have shown a real commitment by turning up on time with their little players ready and excited
about this big step in their sporting adventure. But we started with a challenge, as we were short in
numbers due to players being off sick.
Granville had three girls and boys ready to take on the field. We were missing one player when a little girl
put her hand up and said she would like to help. It was 6 years old Klara who had her Under 6 clash later on
in a day and came to watch her bigger sister play Under 9.
We started with Matylda in goal, Naitik and Tanmay in defence, Klara and Cassie in midfield, Rutva and
Mali in attack.
Cassie (pictured right) was nominated team captain for this game as she has
shown a great integrity and collaboration by giving her best despite being ill
herself. Her fantastic attitude was later rewarded by Team Player of the Week
Award. Unfortunately, Cassie had to leave the pitch due to illness and so Granville
had to play the second half with one player short.
Our team played with a great spirit and held their heads up regardless of the
result, which was not going our way against a much better playing opposition.
Tanmay and Rutva showed off some promising ball control skills while Mali and
Klara chased the ball as hard as they could and often defended with their bodies.
Matylda had her hands full saving lots of shots but she didn’t get demotivated.
She made some spectacular saves and always stayed positive.

Matylda gets ready to save another shot

The team enjoyed lots of loud support from the spectators and even the opposition fans
respected us playing with 6 against 7.
The Player of the Match award went to Naitik who was the most advanced player in our team
and has shown some real football talent. He was the pillar of our defence. Well done Naitik!
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A word of appreciation to the hosts Parramatta City FC: they welcomed us with big smiles and everybody at
the club was friendly and helpful. The barbeque smelled very nice and the club looked well organised.
Our players were invited to run onto the pitch the "professional way" with their names being read out by a
speaker and through special VIP blue serpentine. We felt so glamourous!
The result? Let's just say we could not score a goal and we lost by a large margin. But
a big thanks to the opposition coach and players for being Fair Play ambassadors and
moving their formation away from our goal to allow us to play and enjoy. Your club
deserve a Fair Play award and if there isn't one we will make one up for you when
you visit Robin Thomas Reserve!
We had a fun day with families of both teams and can't wait to see each other again on Wednesday at
training. We already have a little bond with the parents who were all working around the pitch providing
oranges, making notes, offering to make a roster for washing the kit and supporting out loud.
I'm really pleased to have a chance to work with such a nice group. Lose or win we will sing!
Coach Mike
Final Score: 10-0 to Parramatta City

4

Granville Waratah SFC Newsletter – 2019 season

Under 6 Koalas WHT
Our first match of the season was away at Wenty Waratah BLK, who kicked off the first half. The opposition
had some skilful players who kept possession for 80% of the time. They had great team coordination and
were able to pass the ball effectively.
Our team did the very best it could and found we were quite good at
blocking the ball. We were unfortunate not to manage to put the ball into
the net in the first half, but the team came very close just before the break
and it showed the team was improving as the game went on.
In the second half all the players were energised by our first goal of the
season, scored by Mazen! This was quickly followed by goals from Shrey,
who scored three, and Hreyansh managed one too. Well done team!
Everyone enjoyed themselves and, now that we have our first game under our belt, we can focus on getting
all the players involved in the play to ensure that all players leave the field after our matches feeling good
about themselves, having made a worthwhile contribution.
Overall it was a good first match!
Coach Hrishi
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Under 7 Koalas WHT
Both teams started a little slowly and timidly in our away match
against Rydalmere FC, our first of the season. Then after five minutes
Rydalmere scored the opening goal, which seemed to kick-start all
players into action!
With everyone engaged in chasing after the ball, a fairly even and
entertaining first half saw Granville go into the break leading 5-3,
with three goals from Sineth and a goal each to Arav & Varish.
The second half began at a fast pace with two goals from each side in
quick succession and it looked like this game could end in an exciting finish with 15 minutes of play left and
scores at 7-5 in Granville’s favour.
Sineth had other ideas though, with a keen eye for goal and
unmatched speed, he scored an incredible five more goals,
with Liam chipping in with one of his own, to close out the
match with six unanswered goals for Granville!
A very healthy win in their first game of the season brought
lots of smiles and high-fives from players and parents, filling
everyone with positive anticipation about the year ahead.
For me the most pleasing aspect of the match was how each
player got involved and made a contribution to the team
and the spirit of fun and enjoyment that everyone
demonstrated. We still have much to learn as a team, but by all accounts this was a great start and will be a
strong platform in which to build on.
Coach Anthony

Under 7 Possums
Our match against Toongabbie Demons RED was away at Giraween Park and we
saw two of our three female players make their footballing debut; congratulations
Tania (pictured right) and Rania! Both have embraced the spirit of the game as fast
as anyone I have ever seen.
Yash was our Player of the Match thanks to some excellent weaving dribbles that
turned defenders inside out. We scored our first goal of the season when Aditya
managed to dribble through some players and scored with a fine finish.
Farhan was the bravest player of the day. He was on the receiving end of a bad
tackle but he very quickly picked himself up and came back onto the field to
continue the game.
Coach Michael
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Under 8 Koalas
Our first game of the season was against Rydalmere FC WHT and what an experience it was! For most of us,
it was the first time we had played with a goalkeeper, kicked a corner or thrown the ball in from the side,
but being chucked in the deep end seemed to suit the team as the final result showed!.
Rydalmere raced out of the gates and we soon found ourselves behind by three goals to one. The score-line
simply reflected the fact that we were rusty and unfamiliar with new features of the game but, most
importantly, we never gave up.
Miles and Vivaan were excellent goalkeepers for their first time ever and unfortunately (Coach Paul says
sorry!) we were a bit too disorganised from our goal kicks and Rydlamere’s experience saw them swoop in
from some missed kicks and score. But this just tells us what we need to learn and practice at training.
Miles and Vivaan made some great saves though. Well done, guys!
Our defenders – Kalden and Clara (aided by Troy, Mohamed and Owen acting as midfielders) rallied, our
forwards (Gabby, Jahia and Kaushik) kept pushing up and eventually, Kaushik was able to add three more
to his scoresheet after his first earlier in the game.
Kaushik’s finishing was superb but he couldn’t have done it without great
support from the rest of the team. Special mentions to Gabby, Jahia, Troy,
Mohamed and Owen for their pressure and probing at the front too!
Well done everyone! We will learn a lot this year.
Coach Paul
Final Score: 3-4 to Granville Waratah
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Under 8 Wombats
Our first game against Toongabbie Demons was played at home and it began with a lot of excitement and
cheering from the crowd of watching parents. Toongabbie had 7 players and we had 7 plus 3 reserves. The
whistle went and Max kicked off with the ball to start the game. As this was the first game for most, the
team’s inexperience showed as we conceded early goals.
Lexy, bravely volunteering to be our goalkeeper, made some great saves in the first half. Francis and
Mustafe battled well for the team and kept the ball moving. Toongabbie, being seasoned players,
coordinated well as a team and scored 5 goals in the first half.
After a pep talk from the coach at half-time, the
team showed renewed confidence in the second
half with Hanjie trying his hand at goalkeeper.
Granville began to move the ball around and
tried hard to score, helped by Aaryan who made
some good runs on the wing. Sai, Max, Keith,
Aaryan, Vamshith and Hamish took turns to
play and give others a break.
Overall, it was a good learning for our team. We
kept improving as the game progressed and most importantly, never gave up. With some good coaching
and relentless practice there is every sign that our team will go on and put up a better show in the rest of
the season.
Coach Paul
Match report by Ashitha
Final Score: 0-10 to Toongabbie Demons
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Under 9 Dolphins
Our first match of the season was against Toongabbie Demons and we found ourselves in unfamiliar
territory, traveling to a western cluster team for the very first time having always played eastern cluster
teams in our previous seasons.
The game turned out to be an eight goal thriller with the goal count steadily increasing throughout the
game. Toongabbie scored first which does usually help to concentrate and focus our players to the task at
hand!
And it wasn’t long before Jamaar opened Granville's account with a well-taken goal to level the game at 11. Each team then took turns to score with Granville finally taking the lead, only to see some replies from
the Demons allowing them to take the lead 3-4 with only a minute or so to play.
In a great show of resilience, Granville never gave up and eventually
Jamaar, the attacker of the match, popped up with the equalising goal to
the delight of the watching parents and his very grateful coach! What a
great match to start the season!
The game highlighted the areas we need to work on but the signs are
there that we can expect some great performances and results this season.
Anuj and Ishan, recruits from last year's green team, showed that their promotion was well deserved with a
great team performance. Ishan contributed with an assist while Anuj peppered the opposition goal with
three great shots, one which would have been a banger had it gone in.
Lucas and Nathan, regulars from last year, used their experience to great effect with Lucas scoring a great
goal from the left (he prefers the right!) and Nathan doing very well in goal coming up with four great
saves.
Ethan and Harsh anchored the team in defence and performed admirably
with four goal-saving tackles between them. We will be working on getting
the rest of the team to help out with defensive duties to ensure we don't let
in four goals next game!
As we were without two of our regular stars, Troy and Siddhant, we were
lucky enough to recruit two new team members with academy experience a
scant two days before the game. Joseph and Ajiri slotted in exceptionally well
without any training with the team, Joseph helping the team with an assist
while Ajiri scored a banger of a goal that delighted the watching parents!
Overall, it was a very solid start to the season. We showed we can score goals,
all we need to do now is work on our positional play and I'm sure a great
season awaits. We just need to remember to take photos of our kids in
action… oops!
Coach Andy
Final Score: a 4-4 draw
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Under 9 Koalas
The Koalas played our second game of the season against Guildford County and the result was light years
better than the previous week! The team is improving and it showed on the field as the team battled well
and came out with a draw against decent opposition.
With Gitu anchoring the team in goal, we kept the score down to a very respectable 1-1 with a very happy
Srivardhan scoring the equalizing goal. Well done Sri!
Shaurya used his experience to stop many Guildford attacks, ably assisted by Sameep who is quickly
shaking off his rustiness from two years away from the game.

Shaurya putting it all on the line to try and put the ball in the back of the net

Joshua showed he's quickly improving his confidence with some great touches to advance the attack, while
Ram showed off his great speed on the ball to be very effective all over the field.
Ariv has great positional sense and was a very effective team player as a result. Aditya had a great first
game after being promoted from the Wombats team.
We will all miss Gitu as
she is returning to the
USA so we wish you all
the best! A big thanks
to her dad, Karthick,
for all the coaching
help he's provided.
We hope you guys
return some day!
Coach Anand
Report by Andy
Final Score: a 1-1
draw
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Under 10 Dolphins
For our first game of the year against Wenty Waratah the team played very well. The game finished 1-1
with a late penalty giving the opposition the draw.
We had a great defence with Deon, Saharsh and Noah having great games.
Player of the match Hrrishi had a fabulous game in goal saving a number of goal-bound shots. Well done
Hrrishi!
Sai and Rayan also had strong games while also learning new positions for this season.
Upfront we had Sarth, Angus and Dhruv all contributing to a first class goal.
It was unfortunate that a handball near the end decided the tie when the opposition converted their
penalty for the game to end in a draw.
But overall it was a great effort by all the players and the parents were, as always, loud in support which is
great for the kids.
Coach Steve
Final Score: 1-1

Under 11 Possums
Our second match of the season was against Merrylands SFC where, in a great game, we were desperately
unlucky to go down in a narrow defeat.
We saw awesome endurance from Aryan, with Lojayna showing great pace. Zack made opponents tired,
was great on the ball and was also very dedicated despite suffering an injury, which he shook off and
continued to play on. That’s the spirit!
Ali showed good positioning and passing with Shrey great in defence with some effective defence clearing
kicks. Taaha passed the ball well, and Taym stood steadfast in defence.
Ahmed was always running and put in a great defensive shift. Sebastian put in some very useful blocks and
provided some great counter attack passes.
Meya was outstanding in goal and her throws from her box to launch our attacks were a sight to behold,
while Guled defined what good team work is all about, always supporting the team.
Shivvesh scored the team’s goal and was also great in defence.
Overall we saw some good team work, great effort from all and we nearly did enough to win the game but
alas, fell short. We more practice we should be a force to be reckoned with!
Coach Kumar
Final Score: 1-2 to Merrylands SFC
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The U11 Possums are asked … hands up if you had a great game!

Under 15 Div. 2
We kicked off the season against Merrylands SFC with a few new players joining up with most of last year's
squad. Though we dominated the game and the opposition, it is also clear we were a bit rusty and we will
need a few weeks to find our team groove.
Granville's defence looked solid but we weren’t really tested. The midfield is held together by Kamail in the
centre but Moey out wide on the left put in a great Player of the Match performance.
After sustained pressure we finally scored early in the second half. We pushed Braha out of the fullbacks
and into the forward position where he took an opportunistic and impressive quick turnaround shot in the
box to open the ledger.
Soon after more pressure and territorial dominance brought a team second goal by Kamail and later Braha
finished the team scoring when he scored his second. The 3-0 win was deserved and we all enjoyed singing
our Club Victory Song!
Coach Noel
Final Score: 0-3 to Granville Waratah
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All the results for Round 2:
Age Grp / Div

Home Team

06 Koalas BLK
06 Koalas WHT
06 Wombats BLK
06 Wombats WHT
07 Koalas WHT
07 Koalas BLK
07 Possums
07 Wombats
08 Koalas
08 Wombats
09 Dolphins
09 Koalas
09 Wombats
10 Dolphins
10 Koalas
10 Possums
11 Possums
13/1

Auburn FC
Wenty Waratah
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Rydalmere FC
Granville Waratah SFC
Toongabbie Demons
Granville Waratah SFC
Rydalmere FC
Granville Waratah SFC
Toongabbie Demons
Granville Waratah SFC
Parramatta City
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Auburn FC
Granville Waratah SFC
Merrylands SFC

14/3

Granville Waratah SFC

15/Combined
AAM/5 WHT
AAM/5 BLK

Merrylands SFC
Granville Waratah
Granville Kewpies

Home Score

Away Score

1
15
0
7
5
2
15
1
3
0
4
3
10
1
3
6
1
5
Match
Abandoned
0
1
4

8
6
10
6
13
6
1
1
4
10
4
3
0
1
3
1
2
2
Due to Injury
3
1
1

Away Team
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Kewpies
Toongabbie Demons
Granville Waratah SFC
Toongabbie Demons
Granville Waratah SFC
Toongabbie Demons
Granville Waratah SFC
Toongabbie Demons
Granville Waratah SFC
Guildford County
Granville Waratah SFC
Wenty Waratah
Regents Park
Granville Waratah SFC
Merrylands SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Auburn District
Granville Waratah SFC
Pendle Hill SC
Granville Waratah SFC

VACANT CLUB POSITIONS
The following positions are currently available and any help would be hugely appreciated. These positions
are:
CANTEEN MANAGER: The role is exactly what it states. Our previous manager is studying
for her HSC and can't commit to being there every week due to studies, but will help out
when possible. The role includes organising food to sell, preparing and running the canteen
on match days. The manager will work with Vince (our treasurer) and offers front row seats
for all games on the main field.
EQUIPMENT MANAGER: The role is basically making sure that our teams receive all relevant
equipment and that they return it at the end of the season. Equipment includes jerseys,
balls, cones, ball bags and anything else necessary.
For all positions you will receive the whole support of the committee as well as the satisfaction of knowing
that you are helping your children, their friends, team mates and your community. To volunteer, please
speak to any committee member who will gladly explain more detail if necessary and/or get you started.
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