Granville Waratah SFC Newsletter – 2019 season

Granville Waratah SFC Newsletter
2019 season - Vol. 08 - May 21, 2019

FROM THE PREZ
QUESTION: What is the role of the club, and what is the role of the coaches?
ANSWER: For a long time we have been promoting the message that it is our role, indeed our duty, to aim
to make our members not just better players but better people. I like to remind myself of the words a
parent once said to me a couple of seasons ago when he brought his young son to me to play and coach.
He said, “I leave my son to the protection of your care.”
These are very important and powerful words and as a parent I fully understand them. As a coach of a
team I recognise I don’t just have three of my own children, I now have 16 more. As the President of YOUR
club, I just don’t have 16 more, I have nearly 300. This is a message I take very seriously and I do my best to
spread to my team and the coaches within OUR club.
However why must it stop there? As we are building a wonderful culture within our club, I consider that it
is the role of all parents to view our playing children as their own and to afford them the same care and
protection they would give to their own. Please think about that.
I share this message with you because last weekend we had an incident with one of our players who was
sent off for punching an opposition player after he was pushed. The retaliation was not in proportion and
was so unnecessary. What followed was a third player (from the opposition) got involved and also threw
punches and was also red carded. Players ran in and the hot spot could have gotten worse but thankfully
cooler heads prevailed, assisted by the Team Officials of both teams who did what they was supposed to
do, that is, control the fans of their respective teams.
What disappointed me is that I had to cool down a couple of parents from both sides
who were shouting and pointing fingers. I even had to stop one parent from running
further onto the field reminding him that that yes there is an incident but the referee
will take care of it and running onto the field only encourages more people to run onto
the field which escalates the incident. Good intentions but undesirable results.
The words, “I leave my son to the protection of your care” were now ringing in my ears. I am sure that that
one parent was thinking the same thing, about running onto the field and protecting his players, but it is so
important to accept that when they are playing on the field, that is not his role.
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To all parents: pitch invasion (running onto the field) is a serious issue that we must not engage in as it can
get our club in enormous trouble and only ever worsens the situation, never helping it.
Now back to our player. Before the game ended I sat down with our player who was sent off and had a
healthy discussion about what had just taken place. I took the opportunity to turn this negative into a
positive, to use this opportunity and teach a valuable life lesson to this young man who has made a mistake.
To his credit he did not have a (bad) attitude, but instead was very remorseful and apologetic. He knows he
will be suspended and that he deserves to be. He knows how he has let his club, his team, his coach, his
family and himself down. BUT after our talk, I believe he will go away a better person learning from his
error… and that’s all I can ask for, right?

FROM THE SECRETARY
Training Shirts – for all those who didn’t get a training shirt or need one in a different size, please let us
know at the clubhouse before you start your training session this week so we can order more shirts.
Drop and Swap – the club has a number of lost clothing items we’ve collected over the years, and the
collection lives in the canteen block. Apart from being the place to check if you’ve lost something, our plan
is to turn the collection into a ‘Drop and Swap’ service where you can come to get emergency
clothing/equipment if needed (e.g. temporary poverty, left gear at home, etc.)
Do you have any old soccer equipment and/or clothing you aren’t using anymore and it’s just sitting at
home? Why not donate it to our ‘Drop and Swap’ collection to benefit our community of players and
parents! You can drop off you stuff on game days (at the canteen) and most training days (at the
clubhouse).
Canteen Roster – the rosters for the coming weekend have been sent to the coaches of affected teams.
Please put your hand up to volunteer for the roster spots as it is NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK this week!
You can make a world of difference to the experience of all those who come to our home ground…
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FROM THE COMPETITION SECRETARY
This Sunday features the next round of the association’s knock out competition so if you’re near either
Merrylands Park or Progress Park in Auburn, or simply keen to support your club’s teams, these are the
fixture details:
U13s: play Merrylands SFC at 11:10am at Merrylands Park, Burnett St Merrylands
U15s: play Merrylands SFC at 1:10pm at Progress Park, Wellington Road Auburn

RESULTS FROM ROUND 6
Age Grp / Div
08 Koalas
08 Wombats
09 Dolphins
09 Koalas
09 Wombats
10 Dolphins
10 Koalas
10 Possums
11 Possums
13/Combined
14/3
15/Combined
U16/2
AAM/5 BLK
AAM/5 WHT

Home Team

Home Score

Away Score

0
3
0
1
3
11
4
8
0
3
0
3
0
3
2

4
5
2
0
0
1
3
1
3
0
12
2
4
1
2

Granville Waratah SFC
Regents Park
Merrylands SFC
Ermington United
Merrylands SFC
Silverwater Flamingos
Holroyd Rangers
Newington Gunners
Greystanes FC
Auburn FC
Greystanes FC
Lidcombe Waratah
Wentworthville Uniting
Granville Waratah SFC
Merrylands SFC

Away Team
Merrylands SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC (F)
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Lidcombe Waratah
Granville Waratah SFC

MATCH REPORTS
It is our intention to feature in all newsletters, every match report we receive. Coaches, managers and
parents, please organise among you to ensure someone is selected to write a report of the match!
Please remember to caption who is who in any photos your team submits to be included in this
newsletter. Email reports and photos to: secretary@granvillewaratah.com.au
All previous newsletters are available from the club website here.
Please Note: The final score will only be shown for U8s and up. For 6s and 7s we don’t want to encourage
parents to focus on the score but how much fun and enjoyment their kids are having.
Each week we choose the best report to be the Featured Match Report, this week it goes to the Under 10
Dolphins for a remarkably positive account of an 11-1 loss! Thanks to From the Sidelines for sending it in!
The Under 9 Dolphins win the Photos of the Round with some awesome action shots which were made
available in very high quality via a web link. Thanks to Sammi for taking the photos and providing the link!
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Under 10 Dolphins – Featured Match Report
After the Apocalypse, even the sun still shines - In the middle of nowhere, in the middle of somewhere –
anywhere – there is a field, a soccer field, a magical place where bright pink flamingos fly and nest up on
top of a hill, a grassy hill, thick and lush and well-manicured – it’s a place where the sun is always shining
and the skies are blue. This is the home of the Silverwater Flamingos.
In the first half, these Academy Silverwater soccer players dazzled, executing precise play after precise play,
to walk off the field at half time with an 8 to nil lead. The Granville Waratah boys a little lost – much the
same as their families when trying to find this new mythical Flamingos field. But the one thing the
Waratah’s had never lost was their gusto, determination and spirit. It’s not that the Waratah’s were playing
a bad game of soccer during the first half; it’s just that they were out-gunned, and, surprised.
The Granville regrouped and regathered all that they had, having learnt from their tough first half, to
concede only 3 goals in the second half, and, put one in themselves – met with a final score of 11 to 1 to the
Flamingos. Well done, Waratah Boys. You never gave up.
And you learnt. And you will be stronger for it. Hungrier for
it. Next time on the menu: Roast Flamingo.
Saharsh was our Player of the Match – particularly full of
heart and passion as he put our one and only goal into their
net. Noah was brave in goals during the first half, facing
down attack after attack from an ever-swooping flash of
Flamingos.
Aryan took up the goalie mantle– putting himself and his
body on the line in stopping many an amazing shot at goal.
The players and coach regroup at half-time
Angus ran and ran, and ran – ran his heart out, the entire
game – and even took a hard hit to the heart with the ball, in defence. Sai notched up more tackles on his
‘tackle belt’. (He’s gonna need another belt soon enough!). Dhruv drove the ball forward as best he could,
trying to side-step many a focused Flamingo. Sarth was a steady, reliable companion and support to both
goalies.
Frank felt the pressure for all and took the weight of the hard-played match on his little
but strong shoulders, with a number of close and hopeful attacks. Deon dug in, and
dug deep, defending fearless in the backs. Ethan – maybe not exactly seeing pink, but
seeing red instead, became one of the most focused players on the field – a Terminator
in retrieving the ball and making something of it.
Well done. Well played. Well hurt. Well learnt. Enjoy that Roast Flamingo & Potatoes
next time, team. Stay Hungry.
Coach Steve
Coach’s Player of the Match: Saharsh

Report by From the Sidelines

Saharsh is the Player of
the Match

Final Score: a 11 - 1 to Silverwater Flamingos
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Under 6 Koalas WHT
Our match on the weekend was at home to Rydalmere FC and we started with the away team kicking off.
In only the third minute the team had its first chance, Shrey dribbling the ball towards the opponent’s goal
but narrowly missing. Still, a great effort and it was a precursor to what was to come as the first half ended
with Granville leading due to Shrey’s two goals. Well done Shrey!
In the second half, Hreyansh also had a great chance to score with a great dribble but narrowly missed and
again this was just the start of the show.
Aniket pulled off a great goal when he blocked a Rydalmere shot with the ball going in the right direction to
stay in the opposition half and he managed to put the ball in the net. Well done Aniket!
Hreyansh got another chance to score which he took to take an even more comfortable lead, while Mazen
was doing a great job stopping the ball and kicking it away from our own goals. He pulled off an amazing
last ditch deflection to save a certain goal, well done Mazen!
Khang was very impressive with his defence and had some solid kicks which really made a difference.
Reyansh was good in the match today he went in kicked the ball around ensuring the ball doesn't back
towards our goal.
All in all, it was a good match! Well done team!
Coach Hrishikesh
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Under 7 Possums
The squad had been looking forward to our game against Greystanes FC all week. It was our home game
and a chance to put into practice some of the drills we have been working on at training.
I can proudly say this was one of our best performances all season. The players are really starting to play as
a team. Well done Under 7s Possums!
Moksha and Yash are teaming up well as a striking duo. They really focus on dribbling and controlling the
ball rather than kicking it away. This is what we focus on at training, so it is great to see it happen on match
day.
Yash and Moksha also made some nice passes to each other during the game
that made it hard for Greystanes to get the ball from us.
Aditya is learning how to play as part of a team and to give some space to team
mates when they are dribbling. Thank you Aditya for practicing so hard at
training and was our Player of the Match.
Farhan also works hard at training and really enjoys representing our club on
match day. Farhan had a great game and made lots of good tackles to stop our
opponents.
Rose and Nicholas teamed up with Tania and Rania and showed just what they
can do as a team. There was lots of good passing this week from the girls and
young Nicholas, while Rose was awarded the Biggest Effort trophy this week.
Well done Rose!
I'd like to thank the parents from our team (and from all teams) who
volunteered to run the canteen on the day.
Coach Michael
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Under 7 Koalas WHT
After another solid training session during the week, our team travelled to Ted Burge Sportsground to take
on the Wenty Waratahs.
Wenty generously insisted we kick off first to get the match underway even though we enjoyed an
advantage in the first half running slightly downhill towards their goal.
Both teams took their time to feel each other out, pushing the ball around in search of an opening or an
opportunity to make the first strike. It was almost 15 minutes into the game before the first goal came
from Wenty, which was followed up immediately with an equaliser from Granville, thanks to some
determination from Arav to break through the defence and find himself with a clear path to goal, much to
the excitement of his team mates.

Sushanth and Sineth began to combine well for us upfront, along with some great work through the middle
of the field from Adriel, who kept popping up at the right time and place to support the play and continue
the momentum forward. Despite these promising efforts, it was Wenty who scored the next goal just
before the halftime whistle to make the score line 2-1 in their favour.
However, during the break, the mood on our bench remained upbeat and buoyant from players and
parents alike, as we all knew that we were witnessing the best game our team had played so far this season.
We were spreading out, passing the ball to each other, committing ourselves in defence and playing with
passion - We were playing like a real soccer team!
Running uphill in the second half, we knew we’d have to work extra hard to get the ball away from our goal
and up the field, which Varish did for us very effectively time and time again from the fullback position.
Needless to say it was our defensive play that featured strongest for the remainder of the match. Our
strength at the back was exemplified through a passage of play which saw Tristan commit himself
wholeheartedly to a 50/50 challenge, going in hard and without fear against an opposition player much
bigger than himself in front of our goal, only for the ball to deflect back into the path of another Wenty
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player who made a strike toward our goal with power and conviction, but
the shot was denied by a brave Arav who put his body on the line for the
team to repel the ball away from goal. The willingness of these boys to
sacrifice themselves for their team was truly inspiring to witness.
Ashutosh and Liam worked hard all game by following the ball wherever it
went and generally making a nuisance of themselves by getting in the way
and disrupting the opposition’s play. But it was Adriel (pictured right)
who claimed our ‘Player of the Week’ trophy through his consistent
positioning in the centre of the field which gave our game excellent shape
and provided our team with several attacking opportunities including one
which rewarded Adriel with a much deserved goal of his own.
In a very tight contest, Wenty scored the final goal to take the victory in
the end, however no one could take away the excitement our team felt
after the match from the way we’d played. This was a game in which we
uncovered our strengths and developed a belief in ourselves as a team.
Onward and upwards U7 Koalas!
Coach Anthony
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Under 9 Dolphins
Yet again we were in unfamiliar territory as we travelled to far distant, unknown & uncharted ground to
take on Merrylands SFC! Merrylands is a biggish club and the grounds and carpark were packed with the
budding young stars of tomorrow, all trying their hardest to put a spherical object into the container at the
end of the designated rectangle of grass… otherwise known as soccer!
This is the best time of year for soccer as the sun
nicely warms the brisk Autumn mornings to just
the right degree so enjoy it while it lasts because
Winter is Coming – or it just ended if you are a
Game of Thrones tragic!
The team welcomed back Siddhant from his
holiday which solved the goalkeeper question
and meant I didn’t have to draw short sticks this
week, but we were without Joseph so we lined
up with Nathan in goals, Ethan and Harsh our
defensive enforcers, and the rest of the team
filling the midfield and striker roles.
The game turned out to be another comfortable game in that team dominated and were always in control
of the match. I can’t remember a game where I’ve not had to bark out so many tactical corrections! The
coach can only influence the game up to a point, the players themselves need to implement the game plan
and on the weekend the instructions were to carry on from the week before but to try to improve our
communication with each other.
The result was a 2-0 victory with goals
to Jamaar (his eighth for the season in
only five games!) and Anuj with his first
goal of the season. The infectious grin
on Anuj’s face said it all, well done!

Siddhant, Troy, Lucas and Ajiri patrol the middle – You shall not pass!

Ethan and Harsh didn’t put a foot
wrong all game, snuffing out every
single attack from Merrylands. Well
done on the clean sheet! Harsh popped
up with two goal-saving tackles so he
won the defensive player of the match.
Congratulations Harsh!

Despite being a right footer, Lucas did very well on the left side of midfield putting in numerous crosses for
our team to attack. One cross would have ended up as one of the goals of the season but Siddhant only
just missed getting to the ball. Better luck next time boys!
Ishan and Troy both also did well in midfield and were a large part of the reason why our goal was rarely
threatened. The opposition can’t score if Troy and Ishan keep stealing the ball off them!
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As I reported in the last newsletter, we now give out an award for the assist of the match and as we only
had the one assist, this week it goes to Ajiri. Well done!
Nathan and Siddhant in goals both did
well when they faced shots but no
heroics were needed as none of the
opposition chances were very
threatening. And both played very well
when playing as outfield players with
some nice passing to team mates.
All in all, another comfortable win for the
team but sterner competition awaits us
in the near future and hopefully we
won’t be too complacent and full of
ourselves when we next meet our
nemesis team Regents Park!
Coach Andy
Final Score: 0 - 2 to Granville Waratah SFC
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Under 9 Wombats
Yet another game is now behind us and we are better for the experience! It was not a bad game against
Merrylands SFC for our team despite the result but yet again we are improving every week.
Naitik started in a goal with Mali, who was our captain for the day, while Matylda kept the defensive
formation as tight as she could, which stopped us from conceding more goals.
Maahi was fighting for the ball in midfield and led the team in attack -- a number of times being close to
scoring. We welcomed back Tanmay, who just like Rutva and Rohan, tried his best to follow instructions
and to play as a team.
There were a lot of passes exchanged by the team
which is one of the team’s goals for the game’s
outcome. Aarav made some dangerous runs and
could have also scored a few times. Cassie was all
over the pitch trying to defend and attack as well,
serving colleagues with some good passes. She even
had a go in the second half as a goalkeeper and got a
clean sheet! Well done Cassie!

The team gets last minute instructions from the coach

Overall as a coach I am very happy that we turned up on time ready to play, the attitude was wonderful,
and the team spirit high. It was great to see grandparents and other family members joining our parents in
support of our little players that day. We feel good with each other on the line and the kids can see that
and they enjoy that their parents like spending Saturday morning together.
Till next game!
Coach Mike
Final Score: 3 - 0 to Merrylands SFC
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Under 10 Possums
Our game against Newington Gunners was another
step in the team’s great improvement this season.
Congratulations to Elijah for the team’s goal and to Harish
and Sajaad who received the Player of the Match and
Player of the Week awards!

Coach Cetin
Final Score: 8 - 1 to Newington Gunners
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Under 11 Possums
The team followed up last week’s first win of the season with another win on the weekend when we played
Greystanes FC.
Antonio scored a hat trick of goals for the second week running with his pace and skill. Well done Antonio!
Congratulations also to Zack for helping Antonio out in attack.
Meya again did a great job in goal while the entire team of Taaha,
Aneishah, Aryan, Deshaun, Guled, Jasper, Nilay, Shivvesh, Shrey,
Saksham, Sebastian, and Taym all contributed to our first clean sheet for
the season. Well done team!
Thanks to the club and parents for your support!
Coach Kumar
Coach’s Player of the Match: Aneishah & Taym
Final Score: 0 - 3 to Granville Waratah SFC
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Under 14 Div. 3
The weekend’s away match against Greystanes FC started with pressure from Granville as soon as the
whistle went, knowing that goal difference will matter to get back into the top 4 spots on the table.
With an outstanding performance and dominance of the game, we took the lead when Ahmad scored the
opener from a great team effort. Not much longer after, another chance presented itself and the second
went on the board.
With plenty of chances going our way, it wasn’t long before Himanshu puts his name on the scoring sheet
with fine execution of a penalty kick into the corner to make the score 3-0.
With Granville putting pressure on the backline of the home team, mistakes gave us the chance to score the
fourth by Dhwanit and Ahmad back to score the fifth for the day.
We went into the break leading 7-0, a half which saw a great performance by Furqan and the rest of the
team.
The second half was identical to the first half with pressure applied by us from midfield by our back four of
Erol, Swornim, Allan and our captain Himanshu, and playmaker Ajay resulted in five more goals by Rudra,
Ahmad and Ajay to secure a well-deserved win and put us back in third spot on goal difference from
second.
The Player of the Game award went to Swornim for taking lead of his team, directing and starting the play
with confidence.
Coach Zac
Final Score: 0 - 12 to Granville Waratah SFC
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Under 15/Combined
We went into our away game against Lidcombe Waratah undefeated but left Coleman Park experiencing
the bitter taste of defeat for the first time in 2019. This game was a very good test for my team and whilst
we lost, we leave taking away many valuable lessons knowing that we could just have easily of won. It was
a classic top of the table clash. Tense, tight, respectful and played in good spirits.
Lidcombe got into their grove faster than we did and they got an early goal from a corner kick that found
their tall forward in front of our goal mouth. We won’t make that mistake again – we will have our tallest
on our opposition’s tallest in the future.
The game settled and we found our groove and started to dominate (but only just) a very close game.
Opportunities started to open up and with some good passing we worked some strong build up to get
Ahmed scoring a goal.
It was 1-1 at the half and the boys knew we were in a game and this would be no push over… we had to be
alert and at our best… as did Lidcombe.
Unfortunately a defensive lapse on our right hand side allowed a Lidcombe forward to be onside and they
scored a goal. It was a set-back but we refused to drop our heads. We kept coming at Lidcombe playing
our Waratah Soccer and despite a number of very good chances we were unable to bulge the net.
Then, despite playing the better for much of the second half, Lidcombe scored a third from a long run
where too many of our players watched their striker score a fine solo goal from a long shot late in the game.
We refused to give up and from the kick off Ahmed and Hesam did some fine passing… simple CONTROL
PASS RUN and hit back with a goal from Hesam down the centre. With less than two minutes left in the
game we pushed for an equaliser but ran out of time.
We certainly had more chances and the
team tried hard. The backs were strong
but were reminded that they must be
focused for all 70 minutes!
The midfield is where I was most
impressed as Player of the Match Braha
feels more comfortable in the centre-mid
role and is finding chemistry with his
teammates. I was also pleased with the
efforts from the bench who played fewer
minutes this week but gave 100%.
Perhaps we did not stretch Lidcombe and
played wide enough but we look forward
to the rematch in the coming weeks.
Coach Noel
Final Score: 3 - 2 to Lidcombe Waratah
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TEN QUESTIONS
For every issue of Free Kick we select a member of the club and ask him or her 10 questions so that we can
get to know this person!
This week we have selected Vince Wyatt.
Vince has been with our club since 1965!!! He has been our club’s Treasurer for many years as well as
holding many committee positions over the decades. In his day he was a talented footballer and then
coach, and his under 18’s team won the state Champion of Champions tournament in 1983. You can see
him marking the fields every Saturday morning and helping out around the Canteen. We wanted to know
what makes him tick so this week he takes on the 10 questions challenge!

1. Favourite football player?
Lionel Messi… is a wizard
2. Favourite breakfast cereal?
Corn flakes with milk
3. Indian cuisine – Butter chicken or Rogan Josh?
Mild Rogan Josh with naan!
4. MacDonalds or KFC?
Still love a BIG Mac
5. Your favourite superhero?
The Phantom!
6. Your favourite animal?
German Shepherd
7. Favourite band?
The Seekers (they were an Aussie band from the 60’s)
8. If you could have dinner with anyone in history, who would it be with?
USA President JFK
9. If you had a time machine, when and where would you go?
Inside Wembley when West Ham United won the FA Cup in 1980! (Fun fact: West Ham were the last
team outside the top division to win the FA Cup!)
10. If you had only 24 hours to live, what would you do?
I would ask Samantha Armytage from Channel 7’s Sunrise for a dinner date!
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