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CLUB COMMITTEE FOR 2017 
 

(Executive committee members in bold) 
 

President     Noel Dona 
Secretary     Tony Farrell 
Vice President     Charles Hargreaves 
Treasurer     Vince Wyatt 
Registrar     Andy Gianniotis 
Competition Secretary    Paul Murphy 
Mini-Roos Coordinator    Vacant 
Equipment Officer    Vacant 

 
TRUSTEES 
 

Rick Paye 
 
LIFE MEMBERS 
 

L.  Walker  H.  F Jacobs  A.  Saggus  R.  Burnett   
D.  Sutherland  I.  Tye   V.  Wyatt  J.  Borg    
D.  Shipton  G.  Kell   J.  Marsh  Mrs B.  Borg 
Mrs M.  Fox  R.  Paye   N.  Dona  T.  Farrell 

 

 

71st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

30th October 2017 
 

At the Clubhouse 
ROBIN THOMAS RESERVE 

COMMENCING 7.00 PM 
 
Come make a difference.  Have a say in how your club is run,  

to ensure your club is better for your children. 
 

 
 

We would like to thank our major sponsor: 
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This is my seventeenth year as Club President and I must say I still very much enjoy writing this report every year.  
Every year throws up new challenges, new experiences and new personal rewards both as President and coach. 

I would love to be able to say it was a great year because we had three Grand Champion teams, but alas our four full 
field teams all made the semi-finals but none got passed the final match with two of our teams losing in a brutal and 
heart breaking penalty shoot-out.  

Yes, brutal it was!  The beauty of wanting to win a Grand Championship so much is ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ Ŏǳǘǎ 
deep, but when you do, the glory resonates like nothing else and the memory stays with you forever.  

As Vice President of the Association, last weekend I had the duty of handing out Grand Championship medals to the 
winninƎ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ  LŦ ŜǾŜǊ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ L ŎƻŀŎƘ όōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘύΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  L 
look forward to all our players one day having the experience of having a medal placed over their head and having it 
proudly displayed on theƛǊ ŎƘŜǎǘǎΧ DǊŀƴŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΦ  

Notwithstanding that we did not win a title, we did have good news in that 
our mini-roo numbers continue to swell.  This season the mini-roos was 
again filled with good numbers and plenty of enthusiasm.  I am certain that 
with the thousands of units being built within walking distance of our home 
ground, we will not have any problem with filling multiple mini-roo teams for 
the future. 

The serious challenge for the club is to have more coaches (and becoming 
better coaches) developing our players in to the very best they can be. For 
this we need more parents or adults wanting to commit like their children.  
In this regard we welcome parents willing to donate their time. What we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
any coaches, even inexperienced coaches.  So from the outset I say a big 
thank you to the coaches, especially the first timers, who volunteered to 
coach the mini-roos teams this year.  I trust you found it rewarding. 

I take this momeƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘΧ ȅŜǎΧ 
ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
then in turn produce better players and teams.  A big thank you all the coaches of these teams. I ask the parents to 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƻŀŎƘ ΦΦΦ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ 

¢ƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΧ ¢I!bY ¸h¦Χ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΦΦΦ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ±9w¸ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΗ L ƪƴƻǿ L ŀƳΦ L ƘƻǇŜ 
and want to see you next year!!! 

Finally thank you to the Club Committee, firstly for the big efforts you all put in every week in helping to run the club 
smoothly. 

We have introduced a few new things into the club this year and with new parents wanting to be on the management 
committee, will come fresh ideas and procedures.  I ask that you please help and join the committee to make YOUR 
club the best it can be. 

So please tells your friends and family and join us all again for another great experience in 2018.  WE ARE SOCCER!   
We are THE WARATAH!!! ONWARDS TO VICTORY!! 

Noel Dona  
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For this year we welcomed in two new Committee members, Paul and Andy.  It was great to strengthen the 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀƴƪ !ƴŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊΩǎ Ƨƻō ƻŦŦ ƳŜ.  I had been both registrar and 
secretary for a couple of years and it was a struggle, and in fact, increased work commitments this year meant I could 
not have done both jobs this year.  So thanks very much Andy!  We are looking to get a few more people on board for 
next year - if we spread the work around, it works better for all.  Please consider coming to the AGM next month and 
putting up your hand for a job, whilst it can be hard work at times, the rewards from contributing to your club and 
community are well worth it. 

The early wet weather did cause some issues, at one point some people were thinking we would not get on to the field 
and it was very hard to get teams and coaches organised when we were not seeing people.  But we ended up playing 
all 18 rounds, only two of them on Sundays!  In the 12 years now that I have been with the club, I think there have 
been only two years where ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƭ ƎŀƳŜǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ and that is normally because it was the last few rounds that 
got washed out.   Noel and Charles can tell the story of the year where only one game was played, but fortunately that 
has proven very rare.  {ƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŘƛǎƘŜŀǊǘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǿŜǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ.   

This year the club continued its move towards being dominated by the younger players, 
which is where much of the fun of the game is.  We had a lot of new younger players.  When 
you add in the lack of early training due to weather, it is not a surprise that many of the 
teams struggled early.  But by the end of the season they were all getting at least some wins, 
which means our teams were improving faster than the opposition teams - which is what we 
like to see.   L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦уκwŜŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǿΣ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ 
fantastic response when I blew the whistle for full-time.  I very much enjoyed the U9 games, 
not just because they were normally winners, but it was the way they were doing it - great 
teamwork that was a pleasure to watch, something the older teams could learn from. 

With the exception of our U15s team which struggled and then fell apart, our competition teams had a pretty good 
year.  Two top-two teams, the 12s and 13s, and the Youth team going further in the State cup then any of our teams 
have managed in recent years.  The 14s, whilst fourth, had beaten 2 of the three teams above them.  Unfortunately 
that great performance through the main season meant that Finals day was rather disappointing and I went home 
rather sad that day having expected at least two teams would make it to Grand Final day.  But regardless, we had had a 
good year. 

The near future has a worry that we a club will have to deal with - the Parramatta Light Rail will impact us both for 
good and bad.  The Environmental Impact Statement came out a couple of weeks back and is the main point in the 
project when the community can comment on the plans.  The current and most likely plan sees it come down our side 
of Harris Street, taking three of the giant Fig trees and a strip of land off Field 1.  Working in our favour is that Council 
has made it clear the that they want Robin Thomas to continue as a soccer field and the Light Rail is to be designed for 
ǘƘƛǎΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǇƘŀǎŜ όŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ 
for several years).  We are trying to find out as much as we can in the hope of being able to put in some sensible 
suggestions.  But there are a couple of benefits which will come our way: The light rail will make us an easy to access 
club for a much larger group of people, so we will probably more grow in the longer term.  Additionally, if they are 
moving the fields are bit, we might be able to arrange for some decent resurfacing and other works that we have been 
pushing council to do for some years. 

Finally, we are looking for some help with our web site.  We must move to a different provider by the end of the year 
and as a result, our long delayed plans for an upgraded web site can be put off no longer.  If anybody is willing to help, 
please let know. 

Tony Farrell  
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This was my first year in the role of club registrar and the first thing I learned was how much effort 
is expended by the volunteers that run this community club.  The registrar role is nearly a full-time 
job for most of the season and yet our current club secretary, Tony, had been doing that job as well 
as all the tasks associated with being the secretary for the previous ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ 
role is the harder one!  I saw first-hand how important people power was in order for the club to 
work and so it was an easy ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŀŘ ƻŦŦ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΦ 

Our club is an old club that has existed for over 100 years as a purely volunteer operation and we intend to be here in 
for another 100 years.  It is this aspect of how the club functions, the volunteer aspect, that I think was not emphasised 
enough for all those new to the club ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜƭƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ 
due to not enough volunteers stepping forward.  If this is your local club, due to your proximity to the clubhouse, 
please have a think about filling in one of the many volunteer roles that the club needs filled in order that the club 
functions better. 

The main reason we need more help is that we are growing as a club and the forecast is for more growth due to the 
main high-rise developments near completion near our home ground.  Last year we had 172 players registered 
throughout 15 teams, this year it was 216 players and 16 teams, although we did actually start out with 20 teams and 
not all of those 216 players survived to be playing by the end of the season.  Regardless, it is clear to see the significant 
jump in membership which we anticipate will continue. 

The other less well-known aspect is just how well Granville Waratah SFC is woven into the fabric of the community and 
has been for many years.  Two stories spring to mind LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΥ 

At the start of the season I was looking to joining our over 35s team as I was itching to play soccer this season.  They 
were having a meeting in the pub across the road from our clubhouse to see if the team was viable for this year and I 
was welcome to come along and say hi.  !ǎ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŦƛŜƭŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ 
to play in but I had a couple of beers wƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƘŜȅŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Ψтлǎ ŀƴŘ ΨулǎΦ 

In those days on match day, most of the pub would empty and come and cheer on the lads playing in the first and 
second division, and then once the games were over, everyone including the players would go back over the road to 
celebrate or commiserate with their friends and family.  There was a real connection between the club and the 
community that ensured and protected the health of the club for the years ahead. 

There still is a connection between club and community but we struggle each year to renew it due to the roughly 50% 
of members who move away from the area each year, and the huge numbers of new members expected each year.  
This is why we need to improve the consciousness of the importance of being a volunteer for the club. 

¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ LΩǾŜ ƳŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘhe teams play on a 
Saturday because they used to do it themselves many years ago.  Their experience was filled with such positives and 
they remembered and revered their memories to the extent that they thought a good day out was to come and see 
our current crop of future soccer stars have a go on a cold wintery Saturday morning.  I felt very proud to introduce 
myself as the club registrar at those moments in light of the history of the club and I hope people 
will continue to do such things but we need a good and healthy club for this to happen. 

Please help us out by registering early next year (online in mid-January) but more importantly, 
volunteering to be the coach or manager or assistant coach or whatever of your team.  Coaching 
courses are usually offered in March and April and the club will do all it can to support anyone who 
wishes to become a coach for the club. 
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wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ Ŝ-newsletter, I hope most of you were receiving it as it was a labour of love for me each 
week since our first game of the season.  It was from those newsletters that I sourced all of the photos used in this 
ediǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΗ  ²Ŝ ƛƴǘŜƴŘ 
to produce newsletters next season to so please can everyone hit the ground running with some action shots of your 
children in action along with a match report on what amazing things happened during the game and only a few days 
later, you can re-live all the glory or anguish with your Wednesday morning breakfast. 

See you all next year! 

Andy Gianniotis 
 
 
 

PERPETUAL AWARDS 2017 
 
Perpetual Awards for this year go to the following: 
 
 

U6/Blue K & B Shield Best and Fairest Rana Haddad 

U6/Blue H Bremmell Shield Most Improved Ejaz Mirza 

U6/Green K & B Shield Best and Fairest Dontae Viran 

U6/Green H Bremmell Shield Most Improved Dhruv Mangal 

U6/Red K & B Shield Best and Fairest Rhys Daniel Bautista 

U6/Red H Bremmell Shield Most Improved Rashan Rajakaruna 

U7/Blue Mary Fox Shield Most Outstanding Siddhant Madi 

U7/Blue L.  Walker Shield Most Improved Ethan Yin 

U7/Red Mary Fox Shield Most Outstanding Nathan Jacono 

U7/Red L.  Walker Shield Most Improved Soham Deshpande 

U8/Blue T.  Mangion Shield Most Outstanding Frank Wongwai 

U8/Blue D. Shipton Shield Most Improved Sarah Nadeem 

U8/Green T.  Mangion Shield Most Outstanding Adee Rashid 

U8/Green D.  Shipton Shield Most Improved Hrrishi Turakhia 

U8/Red T.  Mangion Shield Most Outstanding Mathieu Huang-Hackiewicz 

U8/Red D.  Shipton Shield Most Improved Leo Talmont 

U9/Red R.  Burnett Shield Best and Fairest Qasim Elemam 

U9/Red Frank Jacob Shield Most Improved Peter Coote 

U10/1 I.  Tye Shield Best and Fairest Tharuka Thantirige 

U10/1 Borg Trophy Most Improved Nabil Jawadi 

U11/3 Paul Black Trophy Most Consistent Gene Kneipp 

U11/3 Tony Farrell Shield Most Improved Joy Patel 

U12/3 B R Guy Trophy Best & Fairest Aavash Pant 

U12/3 G.  Kell Shield Most Improved Adnan Abdallah 

U13/2 Mark Jankovic Shield Most Consistent Shreyansh Shrestha 

U13/2 Sutherland Shield Most Improved Sam Mandwi 

U14/2 Vince Wyatt Trophy Most Consistent Atharva Dudhe 

U14/2 Colin Kehoe Shield Most Improved Mohammad Hatami 

Youth/1 D & L Painters Most Consistent Ahmed Mohamed Ali 

Youth/1 Rick Paye Most Improved Franklin Kobi 
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PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
 
 
The Bill Henderson Player of the Year Award ς in honor of a great man, a true gentleman, who played for our club as a 
junior between 1944-47 and then went on the become An Australian Socceroo in 1953 and an Australian Olyroo in 
1956. 
 
So how do we decide the winner?  Is it the clubs best and most talented player?  Not necessarily.  Is it the player who 
tries the hardest?  Not necessarily.  Is it the clubs fairest player?  Not necessarily, though the committee decided that a 
player who has received a red card, whilst it does not disqualify that player from winning the award, it would make it 
extremely difficult.   
 
After much discussion within the committee, we determined the award is designed to recognize 3 very important 
characteristics we look for in all our players.  Three characteristics that Bill Henderson himself has endorsed.  The 
winner must consistently display; 
  
1. Sportsmanship 
2. Effort and commitment - to game day, training, team and club 
3. Leadership - by word and actions 
 
Each coach was asked to nominate a player or players who they believe meet these characteristics.  The discussion was 
very healthy and vigorous and after almost 1 hour of deliberation, we had a winner of THE HIGHEST HONOR WITHIN 
OUR CLUB. 
 

 

The winner of the Bill Henderson Player of the Year Award goes to; 
 
 

     Shreyansh Shrestha  

from  

Under 13s Div 2  

 
 
 

óCONGRATULATIONS!!ô 

 
  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=lbJGt2gYgfI77M&tbnid=V2g-4QlMIK5BaM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/stock-photo/trophy.html&ei=angSVKLZMM_t8AWEhYDoDA&psig=AFQjCNFzAa-Rk2egpY5ljUmvG36-tAnwZw&ust=1410582978722229
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 YOUNG PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
  

Whilst the Club Player of the Year Award acknowledges a special player amongst our full field teams, this award 
acknowledges a special player from our Mini-Roos teams.   

 

The winner of the Young Player of the Year Award goes to; 
 

Cade Hargreaves  

from  

Under 11s Div 3  
 
 

óCONGRATULATIONS!!ô 
 
 

*********************************************************************************** 

 
JUDICIARY RECORD 2017 
 

Our Judiciary record for the year is summarised as follows: 
 
Team  Yellow Cards (cautions)  Red Cards (send offs) 
 
12/3   0    0 
13/2   2    0 
14/2   3    0 
17/1   8    4 
TOTAL   12    4 
 
         Historical Record 
Year  Yellow Cards (cautions)  Red Cards (send offs) 
 
2016   35    4 
2015   34    2 
2014   62    13 
2013   2    0 
2012   25    3 
2011   29    7 
2010   50    11 
 
Remember that our club is a proud supporter of Zero Tolerance and we aim to set the standard for other clubs to 
follow!  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=lbJGt2gYgfI77M&tbnid=V2g-4QlMIK5BaM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/stock-photo/trophy.html&ei=angSVKLZMM_t8AWEhYDoDA&psig=AFQjCNFzAa-Rk2egpY5ljUmvG36-tAnwZw&ust=1410582978722229
https://www.colourbox.com/vector/angry-cartoon-soccer-referee-pulling-out-a-red-card-vector-7003492
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TEAM OF THE YEAR  

 
 
In season 2002 the Executive Committee introduced this new Award in honour of a life member of the club, the late 
Mr Frank Jacob.  This Award has each team within the club in competition against the other.  The Award is based on a 
Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ their fair play. 
 

The points system is as follows; 
1 point for every point earned from the regular competition. 
3 points for minor premiers 
5 points if undefeated  
3 points for making semi-finals 
3 points for making finals 
5 points for Grand finalists 
7 points for Grand Champions 
2 points deducted for every yellow card 
5 points deducted for every red card 

 

Team Comp.  
Points 

Minor 
Prem. 

Undef. 
 

Semi 
Final 

Finalist Grand 
Finalist  

Grand 
Champ 

Yellow  Red Total 

U8 Blue 15                 15 
U8 Green 28                 28 
U8 Red 19                 19 
U9 Red 39     3           42 
U10/1 27                 27 
U11/3 8                 8 
U12/3 44       4         48 
U13/2 46       4     2   48 
U14/2 38     3       3   38 
U17/1 38       4     8 12    22 

 
This Award has each team within the club in competition against the other.  The Award is based on a points system 

recognising a teamôs achievement and most important of all, their fair play. 
 

And the winner of the Team of the Year Award goes to é 
 
 

UNDER 12 õs & 13õs 
 

 

       óCONGRATULATIONS!!ô 
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END-OF-SEASON TEAM REPORTS 
 

Under 6 Blue-WHT 

If we were going to judge the season by the number of games we won or goals we scored, there wouldn't be very 
much to celebrate. But we're here to celebrate the players: Rohan, Miles, Rana, Arush, Troy and Ejaz.  

These kids just LOVE playing soccer.  Every week they turned up and did their best and had lots of fun.  The parents 
were extremely proud to watch them work so hard and display so much integrity and good will.  The players learned 
lots of new skills as the weeks went on, and individual strengths and hidden talents emerged and grew. 

Every goal scored and saved was hard earned and duly celebrated.  It was wonderful watching the camaraderie 
develop and grow from game to game.  The parents couldn't be prouder of this group of mighty players who gave it 
their all each week.  

The team: 

Something clicked with Ejaz mid-season and he became a fanatical, responsible and formidable 
defender.  Kids don't want to be defenders because they all want to be Ronaldo or Messi but Ejaz has 
just got it.  To score against us, you had to get past our bulldozer Ejaz.  His dad Nadim says that he is 
now fascinated with soccer, wants to play every day.  We saw the results on the field! 

We won one game this season (apart from the games we won by forfeit) and those goals came off 
Rana's boot.  The only girl on the team and in fact in the whole draw, Rana had to occasionally put up 
with some sexism on the field, but she never let it bother her - she just showed all those players what girls can do! 

Rana's ridiculously efficient running style (which means she never puffs out) means that she is always first to the ball 
when the opponents have it means she was a great forward.  Rana can score goals, she's fast and she wants the ball. 

Miles has skills and experience but sometimes has to be reminded to hustle!  He knows how to score and scores with 
cleverness when required which means he has forward ability but in the long term, Miles is probably a midfielder. 
Harry Kewell was a midfielder but he is left handed and a good left midfielder is hard to come by.  Miles is a work in 
progress and his basic skills are there and he does seek results when he has the ball. 

Rohan is smart and hungry for the ball and growing up quick, physically improving every training session 
and every game.  He is also fast and when he is committed, he's formidable.  Rohan alternated between 
forward with Rana or defence if Ejaz was off, moving smoothly between the two roles. 

Troy was brilliant at making fantastic clearing kicks.  Troy could run up to a moving ball and boot it 
forward with his first touch (towards our goal, not kicking it out and the ball went where he planned, 
each time) turning the opposition around and giving us advantage.  He also had a wonderful easy-going 
nature and was always happy to do what was asked, with gusto. 

The secret weapon of the team, Arush has amazing soccer skills and always shows passion and fight, 
pulling back the ball while dribbling, confusing his opponents and getting around them and asserting himself.  Arush 
has a lot of flair which made him the ideal scrapper - collecting the ball and booting or dribbling it forward. 

A very special thanks and acknowledgement to coach Paul and assistant coach Sandeep for their dedication and 
commitment to the team this season. 

Manager Joyce 
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Under 6 Green 

The soccer season has come to an end and what a season 2017 was.  It was a 
dawn of a new era for all the players, parents and especially the coach (me) 
involved.  It was the first time all the players had started playing soccer in a 
competitive environment and also being part of a great club, Granville 
Waratah. 

Personally ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ LΩǾŜ come full circle.  I used to play my junior and youth 
years with Granville Waratah and now I am actually coaching for the club.  
Not only that, my son (Dontae) is also playing for the club, which is a proud 
moment for me. 

At the start of the season, I was like all parents bringing my son for his first 
training session for the year.  Little did I think that I would end up coaching 

Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǎ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƘŀŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ.  From there, the journey began with the Under 6 Green Team and what 
a journey it has been.  We had a couple of wins, losses and draws throughout the year but the most important thing 
for me is all the effort and the fun the team had throughout the year. 

Dontae, Dhruv, Nabhya, Sheryas, Pranshu, Parsa and Yash are great group of kids who have progressed and improved 
immensely in their first season. 

We started the season off with a great victory over Parramatta City then little 
did we realise what a challenge the rest of the season would be. 

As the season progressed, the teamΩs attitude and disciple to training skills 
improved and they were like a well-drilled army.  Their progression had 
showed on game day with their "never give up" mentality. 

Dhruv was the surprise packet for the season.  His improvement and 
progression throughout the year was outstanding and he also scored a couple 
of classy goals along the way.  Being the youngest in the team, he was 
punching above his weight but he did not disappoint. 

Parsa was a shining light from the start of the season.  Always putting in 100% and was always menacing attack.  He 
ran his little heart out all over the park and was always there when his team needed him in attack or defence. 

Dontae knew he was in for a tough season from the get go.  Not only was I his dad but I was also his coach.  But he 
lived up to the hype and expectation I expected from him.  He had a break out season, always leading from the front 
and performing for his team when they needed him most.  He has a thunderous right boot and scored from all over the 
park.  His defence was solid as a brick wall, which made him a great all-rounder for the team. 

Yash was prepared for battles and always in superhero mode.  With his signature superhero poses, he had a great 
season.  Always committed and never letting his teammates down. 

Pranshu always had a smile on his face and always gave 100% on the field.  Always committed to learning new skills 
and always had a great attitude. 

Sheryas was always full of energy and had a great debut season.  Always helping his team mates when in need 
whether it would be on game days or at training. 
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Nabhya was a little rocket who loved to talk.  He was never lost of words and always had something to say.  He has 
ǎƘƻǿƴ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ. 

I guess the defining moment for this season was our final game against Lidcombe.  The 
last time we had played them, we had been smashed by more than 8 goals. 

After leading for the majority of the match, we ended up losing by 2-1 when Lidcombe 
scored in the dying seconds of the match. 

We were so close in knocking off the best team in the competition and our performance 
did not go unnoticed.  The Lidcombe coach came to me after the game saying your team 

was the best out their today and deserved the win.  He also commented how much our team had improved from the 
last time we played and the team and the coach deserved credit for that.  To end the season on a positive note was a 
great feeling for the team. 

The team will be back again next year raring to go. 

Coach Daniel  
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Under 6 Red-BLK 

Well what a year!  Talk about first time for everything, not only was this the first time 
for most of our players, it was also the first time for the coaches, Rish and Ish and me 
as a manager.  Though challenging at times, it was very rewarding and what a great 
time we all had.  Thank you to our super hero team, they did a fantastic job throughout 
the year, even though we didn't win every game, the kids always had a positive attitude 
and always gave 110%, always striving to do their best but having fun at the same time.  

Rhys fondly calls himself the striker, defender and our entertainer.  He excelled as the 
team striker, scoring a lot of ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
willingly fall back and defend with great skill and confidence. 

Rashan, our most consistent player, showed his outstanding ability to trap and dribble the ball, change direction and   
run like the wind to the goal and shoot.  IŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

Dewan, our sprint runner, improves in leaps and bounds as his confidence just 
kept growing as the season went on.  He had great games with tremendous saves.  
He played several different positions this year, defending like a machine and had 
opportunities scoring goals. 

Joanne, our princess, put her heart and soul into learning the art of soccer.  She 
was enthusiastic at training, ready  to dribble the ball or tackle the player.  She 
showed great tenacity on the field. 

Romir, a team player, he was involved in passing the ball and chasing down the 
opposition, executing some outstanding tackles, and then passing the ball onto 
his team mates. 

Jaiden, a strong midfielder, he attacks the ball with great strength and moves the ball forward to the goal. 

I would like to thank all the Mums Kawbaz, Rashmi, Sureshni, Manar and Dads Ali, Sardar, Ramil, Randy for               
their commitment in turning up to training and games each week, most especially for bringing oranges and yummy     
treats for the kids.  If it wasn't for you, we wouldn't have a team.  A special thank you to Coach Paul Murphy for taking 
our kids on the last few weeks of training and a big thanks to the Granville club in making sure we have our attractive 
uniform, matching drink bottles and balls and for keeping us informed through our newsletters, Game Guru App and 
emails. 

I remember with fondness the days when 
they were all running the wrong way, and 
it seems so long ago that the promise of 
Kinder chocolate was the main motivation 
for playing the game.  bƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ 
and they continue to amaze us with their 
progress, new found skills, sportsmanship 
and team spirit.  They jelled well as a 
team and found lasting friendship along 
the way.  Well done kids!  Till we meet 
again x. 

Manager Michelle  
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Under 7 Blue 

The U7 blues had a tough start 
to the season, struggling to field 
a full team for the first few 
weeks.  With numbers low in all 
three under 7s teams, the 
sensible decision was made to 
merge the Green team into the 
other two.  The new 
combination never looked back.  
Steady improvement 
throughout the year saw a team 
that only won one of its first 
eight matches to then win five 
out of the next nine. 

Standout player throughout the 
season was Siddhant who 
probably scored 75% or more of 
the team's goals.  His speed and 
control were outstanding.  
However, it was by no means a one person team - almost everyone scored at least one goal and contributed as best 
they could every single week.   

Faheem had just about the 
strongest kick in the whole 
competition, Sadaf was always 
in the thick of the action and is 
cool, calm and collected when 
on the ball.  Darsh found good 
positions, Soham was a rock in 
defence for both us and the 
Red team.  Sameep was the 
coolest under pressure, Oliver 
re-gained his confidence 
producing some good passes, 
Rayan also improved and Ethan 
could cover the whole field in a 
flash. 

Many thanks to Sandeep for 
writing the match reports, and 
Sammi for game-day coaching 
and substitutions.  Even more 
thanks to Andy for coaching, 
and some management, of our 
team all in addition to the commitment he had with his own team. 

Hope to see everyone again next year!  

Manager Michael  
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Under 7 Red 

What a rollercoaster of a season that was!  Our Under 7 Reds started off with a 
bang with an 8-0 win over Dundas United but lƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
going to go so well in the forthcoming weeks.  We proceeded to lose the next four 
games in a row, letting in 30 goals while only scoring 7 in reply. 

We finally break the winless streak with a gritty 2-1 win over Newington but then 
disaster strikes!  We lose two of our best players to academy training.  Not to 
ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ nick the best players from the Blue team! 

We draft into the team Veydant and then Soham to fill in the gaps left by Jordan 
and Eilam but it would take a while for the team to finally click and we only win 
one of the next eight games. 

The last game of this streak, however, was the game that turned our season around completely.  We hit upon a 
particularly good strategy of kicking the ball in from touch that was light years better than our previous one and 
ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻŀƭs. 

The following 3-game win streak was the golden age of our season and it was truly satisfying to see the team finally 
start to click, get all the fundamentals right, and win games by dominating the play.  .ȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƴŘΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ 
so well as a teaƳ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ.  IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ǳǇƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ year because it 
would be a shame to lose the cohesion we struggled all season to forge! 

The team: 

Dhruv, Harsh, Gaby and Soham were our mainstays in defence and by the seŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
starting to win games.  5ŜŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳƴƘŜǊŀƭŘŜŘ 
sometimes but let it be said that our four 
defensive heroes were so glorious in keeping 
the clean sheet that won us the game against 
Newington that started our golden age winning 
streak, that they scooped all the awards I could 
give them.  I hope you all come back next 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ 
on-field player roster expands from 4 to 7 
players! 

Our best defender was Gaby who pulled off 30 
tackles, blocks, and goal-saving tackles followed 
closely by Soham who played five games less 
(stats wise) so congrats to you both! 

Troy was the quickest in the team and was able 
to show off his pace a few times during the 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƛŦ Ƙƛǎ 
Ǝƻŀƭ ǘŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ƘƛƎƘ ŀǎ ƘŜΩŘ ƘƻǇŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
bigger pitches in the years to come will surely 
help his cause.  He is also developing into a 
great team player with his passing stats the 
second highest in the team. 


