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FROM THE PREZ 

Whilst the growth of our junior players has been swelling, this season is the first season that we have not 

fielded a senior team. As a result I have negotiated an arrangement with Rydalmere FC to allow their senior 

teams to train on our grounds on Tuesday and Thursday nights whilst council is working on their home 

ground. They also comfortably fill in the 1.00pm and 3.00pm playing times every other Saturday afternoon. 

This gives an opportunity for our younger players to watch and learn from older players and teams. 

Unfortunately not everything you see is worth learning! 

Two weeks ago with one minute left in the premier league match, a fight broke out after an unsavoury hack 

tackle. The player retaliated and both players were red carded and sent off, but not before players and 

spectators ran onto the field. It did not look good and added to the fuel to an already tense situation. 

As the hot-spot cooled down and players began returning to their benches, foul words were spoken and 

suddenly another fight broke out between players and spectators between the benches. Again this ugly 

incident was not a good look for our game. 

I am telling you of this incident for a number of lessons that need to be learnt: 

1.  Clubs are responsible for their spectators. It is likely a club will be fined $5,000 for pitch invasion and 

violence. 

2.  Teams involved in an abandoned game can be removed from the competition or have up to 12 points 

deducted. 

3.  Every team must have a Team Official wearing the fluoro lime green vest during the game to crowd 

control its spectators. If your team kit is missing the vest, please inform your coach or a club committee 

member. 

4.  I have seen an under 8's, yes you read that correctly, an under 8s match abandoned for fighting between 

parents as the game was being played! What messages were they giving to their children from this 

disgraceful conduct?!? 

5.  Finally, soccer is a game that is full of passion and can bring out the best and worst in people, but at the 

end of the day it is still just a beautiful game. 
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FROM THE SECRETARY 

Changes and cancellations caused by wet weather 

The weather forecasts for the coming weekend suggest there might be some rain about. Things are likely to 

be different from back in April, when it had been very wet through the week and we knew what was 

happening by Friday afternoon.  This time the forecast has the significant rain arriving on Saturday rather 

the days before.  So, this is how things work: 

1.  Games are NOT called off just because it is wet. They are called off if the field is closed by the council or 

the club.  Field closures are to protect the field from damage and players from hurting themselves so are 

normally caused by mud forming, not the rain itself.  The fields are very dry so it will take a bit of rain to 

close them.  (At the same time, it is rare for games to be played in significant rain; I have only seen it twice 

in 10 years) 

2. We will put a message on our Web site on Friday afternoon with whatever information we already know.  

Please check on Friday afternoon - after 4pm. We will also notify coaches/managers. 

3.  Games may be moved rather than being called off.  We will notify the coach/manager and put a message 

on our web site as soon as we know.  A notification should appear in “My Game Guru".  This should only 

happen if there is time to notify people, which depends on the type of move (e.g. moving to a different field 

within a park may be done very close to kick off, moving to a different park entirely needs decent notice) 

4. We will update our web site through the day on Saturday if things change.  Things can change as the day 

goes on depending on when the rain arrives and the state of the fields.   “My Game Guru” should also have 

updates.  We will also notify coaches/managers. 

The importing thing is that if it is wet, check the web site for messages for your team, before getting ready 

to go to your game. 

Playing in the wet 

If your game is on but it is wet, don’t be afraid of the rain.  Like most of my generation, I used to go out in 

the rain a bit when I was young.  We seem more hesitant now days, but it is worth letting the kids have 

some fun in the rain.  It is being cold that is the problem, not the rain and kids playing a game are never 

cold. So you just have to prepare a bit.  This is what I did for my kids: 

1.  Pack a change of clothes in a plastic bag, within their back pack.  The plastic bag is to keep the clothes 

dry and to pack the wet ones in later. 
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2.  Ensure they have a rain jacket.  This can be worn during warm up, and when waiting to go on the field.  

Ensure it has their name on it, there will plenty of jackets around on the day that are taken off during the 

game. 

3.  Pack a light towel (an old one, it could get muddy) in their back pack for drying off after the game. 

4.  The coach can have the kids put their jacks in the team shirt bag when they are on the field, since the 

shirts are being worn. 

5.  At the end of the game - all the fields have change rooms, the team goes to the change room and 

changes into the dry cloths.   

6.  Have a second plastic bag in the car for shoes.  They may be covered in mud you don’t want in the car. 

7. Parents and coaches will want umbrellas for watching the game.  But please be careful with them. 

With all the above, things normally work well.  Just remember to throw the muddy clothes straight in the 

wash when you get home. 

 

FROM THE REGISTRAR 
If your team has a manager then you don’t really need to read this but feel free to anyway. If your team 

does not yet have a recognised or de facto manager then you should probably read the following… 

To put it bluntly: not having a team manager leads to disorganisation within the team, which CAN lead to 

players not turning up (on time or at all), which WILL lead to the team forfeiting the game, and if it happens 

repeatedly, WILL lead to your team to being removed from the Saturday game draw for the rest of the 

season.  As the season has already started, we cannot offer any refunds in this situation. 

Consider this scenario: for under 6 & 7 teams with four players on the field and six or seven players on the 

roster, if three or more players are sick or are away for some other reason, it is imperative this is 

communicated to someone (i.e. the manager) so that other arrangements can be made (we regularly 

borrow players from other teams in emergencies like these) but this needs to happen well before kick off! 

Days before is preferable but sometimes kids wake up sick on the day and we have to deal with these 

situations. 

The club can’t babysit each team!  We’re a community club that exists on the love, effort, and pure will 

power of our volunteers and all we ask is that each team bonds together to take responsibility for ensuring 

the kids have fun at their games and get the best possible experience out of them. 

Getting them to their games is your first priority!  If you can’t get your child to your game then please 

inform your team.  Maybe a lift can be arranged, this happens all the time. 

Most teams use the WhatsApp smartphone app to organise themselves, if your team 

does not have one yet, then please be the hero your team needs and create the 

WhatsApp group yourself and invite all your team member parents!  I can send you the 

contact information; just ask the secretary or myself and you shall receive. 
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LADIES DAY AT ROBIN THOMAS ON SUNDAY 
Whilst all our teams are currently mixed gender teams (okay, many only have boys!), 

many clubs in our Association have ladies and girls teams.  They play on Sundays 

rather the Saturdays.  Since most clubs only have a small number of ladies and girls 

teams, they don’t play home and away like the mixed teams, but instead all games 

are played at a small number of fields each week.  That ensures clubs don’t have to 

set up their fields for a small number of games. 

 

This coming Sunday, we will be hosting a ladies day.  Since our Association's ladies and girls team play in a 

joint competition with Blacktown association, we will be seeing a lot of teams from further west.  Games 

start at 8:30, with the last game finishing at about 4:30.  Come down and enjoy the action! 

 

COACHES AND MANAGERS MEETING  
Our next coaches and managers meeting will be after training on Wednesday next week (26th 

May).  7:35pm in the club house.  Please come, this is your opportunity to ask questions, provide feedback 

and possibly get some ideas from other coaches on training techniques and game strategies. 

 

BECOMING A REFEREE, OR JUST A BETTER PLAYER! 
The game doesn’t work without a ref.  The Granville District Football Referees Association are holding a one 

day Referees course this coming Sunday - 21st of May.  It is a great way to learn more about the 

game.  Passing the course makes you eligible to become an official referee, 

and official refs are paid - so this could provide you with a bit of extra income 

whilst enjoying the game from the middle of the field. 

Some more details on becoming a referee are available here: 

http://www.footballnsw.com.au/index.php?id=referees 

 

You will first need to do the on-line ‘Laws of the Game’ course at: 

https://laws.myfootballclub.com.au 

 

Details of the course: 

WHEN: Sunday 21st of May at Auburn District Soccer Club’s clubhouse. 

WHERE: Corner of Chisholm Rd and Wellington Rd, Auburn, 2144 

TIME: 9.00am (registration at 8.30am) – 4.00pm 

  

Here’s the link for anyone that would like to register:  https://education-ffa.sportingpulse.com/ 
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MATCH REPORTS 

It is our intention to feature in every newsletter every match report we receive! Coaches, managers and 

parents, please organise among you to ensure someone is selected to write a report of the match! 

The photo of the round is split between the under 6 Green team and the under 9 Red team! 

Thanks to Daniel and Faye for sending them in. 

 

Under 6 Green 

On Saturday our Under 6 green team gave their best performance of the season against Dundas United 

even though we suffered a 5-1 defeat. They had majority of the possession and opened the scoring but 

couldn't capitalise on the opportunities they had. 

Week by week the team is improving and their effort and courage is outstanding.  

Parsa once again 

had a great game, 

always attacking at 

every opportunity 

and was solid in 

defence.  

Dontae had a 

superb game and 

scored the 

opening goal. He 

was also awarded 

the superstar of 

the week. Hats off 

to him! 

Pranshu and 

Nabhiya are 

growing in 

confidence every 

game. They show 

great commitment 

and never give up.  

Dhruv and Yash 

are growing in 

leaps and bounds. The hard work and effort they are putting in at training is showing off during the games. 

Coach Daniel 

Final score: 5-1 to Dundas United 
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Under 6 Red WHT 

There is no denying that the Under 6 red-white team were thrashed on Saturday. All the parents knew it, 

the coaches knew it...but I don't think the kids knew it! They played with all the heart of a team on fire! 

The score was 9-1 against a very fast-paced and defensive Newington side. The one goal we did score was 

an awesome sliding kick by Miles after a perfect pass from Rohan. 

Early in the first half, one of our players bumped heads rather hard with one of Newington’s which saw him 

leave the field as he couldn't immediately continue. Granville, being the good sports that we are, also took 

one of our players off so we played 3 vs 3 for the rest of the half. This opened up the field for Newington to 

attack, giving them a 5-0 lead by the interval. We tightened our game in the second half with a full 

complement of players on both sides.  

The players supported each other, barracked for one another, couldn't wait to jump back in whenever they 

were subbed off and shook hands with the other team at the end of the match. 

If the score didn't show a win, their spirits certainly did. With some focus on passing and attack in training 

and I'm confident this team will continue from strength to strength with every game. 

Coach Paul 

Final score: 1-9 to Newington 

 

Under 7 Red 

We played Parramatta City on the weekend and we were thoroughly outplayed by a very good team of 

highly skilled players. I was impressed that our players kept going even though the score kept climbing in 

our opponents favour, and when we finally did score a goal, the players celebrated as if they’d won the 

world cup. 

While we still want to win every game, we have to be realistic about the very little amount of training we’ve 

managed to get through this season so far and our constraints regarding the coaching. In light of this, it is 

important that we focus on skills development and to this end, all players in the red team need to be 

practicing at home the skills they are learning at training. Our kids cannot just rely on the little amount of 

actual training they receive each Wednesday if they hope to do well against skilful players. 

Most importantly, we will be focussing on trying our hardest to make training days and match games as fun 

as possible so our kids fall in love with the game. That means when we lose very heavily like we did on 

Saturday, our players will just shrug it off and look forward to the next opportunity to score a goal and 

celebrate wildly. 

Parents, please get involved on training days! We will be continuing the skills station system that we used 

last week but we want to increase the number which means we need more parent volunteers. See you all 

Wednesday! 

Coaches Andy, Carlos & Jorvan 

Final score: 1-14 to Parramatta City 
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Under 8 Blue 

The Blues came up against a strong Lidcombe Waratah team on Saturday. Although we only had one 

reserve, the team put in an improved effort over the previous week. The goalkeeper’s role is a difficult one 

and Varish tried hard from the beginning till the end. Sarah played her first game for the team and was very 

tenacious on the ball, also producing some strong defence. Frank made some great runs down the side, 

showing good skills on the ball and putting some excellent corner kicks into the box. Mewan, Rishit, 

Vedant, Francis and Joshua were never too far away from the ball. 

The players are getting more used to the rules and beginning to see the 

importance of playing as a team. We will work more on supporting 

each other when attacking and hopefully there’ll be some goals down 

the track. 

Well done team!! 

Mike (coach on the day) 

Final score: 0-4 to Lidcombe Waratah 

 

Under 8 Green 

It was another perfect weekend to play a game of soccer and our kids started enthusiastically against 

Rydalmere FC. Angus received a beautiful pass from Adee and our team was one goal up in five minutes! 

Right up until the interval saw very tight play from both sides but our opponents managed to go into the 

break leading 2-1. In the second half, the host team started well and our kids couldn't match the 

performance and we conceded four more goals. 

Our mini-roos tried hard to score, missing quite a few chances, but alas the host team didn't miss theirs. 

However, Angus did manage to score once more for the team just before the final whistle. 

The parents of our team were very unhappy at some poor decisions of referee (the host team coach) who 

decided almost 100% of the decisions against our team. Their players didn't know how to throw in the ball 

from the sideline and they didn't appear to play with a proper goalkeeper  

Hirishi was awarded the Player of the Match for this week. 

Match Report by Rashid. 

Coaches Steve & Louis 

Final score: 6-2 to Rydalmere FC 

[Editor’s note: the opposition thought the final score was 8-2. Can coaches please 

assign someone to take accurate stats of the game so we can prove our side of the 

story if this happens in the future.] 
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Under 9 Red 

Our players put in an amazing effort against Lidcombe Waratah and, despite having a goal disallowed, kept 

up their spirits and effort to come away with a 3-2 win. 

Well done team! 

 

Match Report by Faye 

Final score: 2-3 to Granville Waratah 

 

Under 11 Div 3 

What a game! We played against Merrylands SFC on Saturday and this match had everything except the 

ball in the back of the net. In a game where we completely dominated possession and field position it just 

wasn't our day as we were unable to score a goal. 

To the other team's credit, they had a couple of goalkeepers who made 

some outstanding saves. 

We had great performances by everyone on the field including our player 

of the match Dhairya and our highlight award winner Prakhar. 

Great game! Well done team! 

Coach Charles 

Final score:  0-0 vs Merrylands SFC White 
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Under 12 Div 3 

Saturday saw our top of the table clash with opponents Wentworthville Uniting Church who had not lost a 

single game so far this season. 

Our team started really well, attacking early and creating some early attacks down the right flank with 

Rudra the main instigator. We had some early opportunities to put away some goals but it just did not 

happen for Sandeep & Sanchit. 

Finally, midway through the first half a great opportunity came up, and our sharp shooter Sandeep put the 

ball away after a great cross from Ali Kashif. 

Not long after some great work in mid field by Ricky and  Ibrahim with Ali Kashif final assistance to find 

Sandeep to put away his 2nd goal of the match. 

Our team almost conceded a late goal in the 1st half after our defence was caught out and goalkeeper Dev 

ran out to do enough to put the player off and with some scrambling by our defenders, managed to clear 

the ball out of the danger zone. 

The second half started like the first with our team camped inside the opposition’s half. Some changes in 

our midfield and defence saw the game change in favour of our opponent. With the changes our team were 

not dominating and midway through the 2nd half the opponent managed to score and make the score 2-1. 

The last 10 minutes of the game saw pressure within our half but our team managed to hold of the late 

attack to win the game. 

The most outstanding players chosen this week were Sandeep  & Rehaj. 

Well done team!  

Coach Goran 

Final score: 1-2 to Granville Waratah 

Under 13 Div 2 

After last week's wonderful performance we were brought back to earth very promptly by Wentworthville 

Uniting Church. It wasn't the issue that we lost that was disappointing but rather how we lost. We did not 

play to our game plan and lost our sharpness in both passing and general play. 

After a few minutes I could see Wenty were a good team and we would need to earn our goals and the 

three points today. After 30 minutes it was still 0-0 having missed two good goal scoring opportunities. They 

looked dangerous and I warned the team at half time to be careful. 

Wenty quickly scored a goal from a counter attack but a few minutes later we scored from a counter attack 

of our own that earned us a penalty from a hand ball which Omar slotted in.  After that our general play 
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was only average, Wenty capitalized on a lack of control in the midfield and counter attacked repeatedly to 

score three more. Not having our two speedsters in Nicholas and Kamail available to play was a big loss for 

us. 

Despite the loss we learned plenty and will be ready to play much better next time we meet.  Ali was our 

man of the match showing a lot of courage in goal. 

Coach Noel 

Final score: 1-4 to Wentworthville Uniting Church 

 

Under 15 Div 2 

This well-anticipated match against Pendle Hill ended up a forfeit when only four players arrived for the 

game.  The rules of the game state that a team must have at least seven players on the field and so we 

forfeited the game.  Players opted out at the last minute due to individual problems to the point that the 

team did not have the numbers to field a full team.  

It was really disappointing to not only lose the opportunity to play a game but also give away 3 points for 

not having the required numbers. FYI – when a team forfeits a game, the score is automatically 3-0 to the 

other team. 

For those who attended, many thanks and for the rest of the team I would urge you not to lose hope as we 

are recruiting new players to boost the team. Thanks again to the parents who prepare our jerseys. 

Coach John 

Final Score: 3-0 to Pendle Hill 

 

Full Results: 

Age Grp / Div Home Team Home Score Away Score Away Team 
06 Blue Parramatta City ? ? Granville Waratah 

06 Green Dundas United 3 1 Granville Waratah 

06 Red-BLK Rydalmere FC 6 0 Granville Waratah 

06 Red-WHT Granville Waratah 1 9 Newington 

07 Blue Granville Waratah 0 3 Auburn FC 

07 Green Newington 3 0 Granville Waratah (Forfeit) 

07 Red Granville Waratah 1 14 Parramatta City 

08 Blue Granville Waratah 0 4 Lidcombe Waratah 

08 Green Rydalmere FC 6 2 Granville Waratah 

08 Red Granville Waratah 1 6 Lidcombe Waratah 

09 Red Lidcombe Waratah 2 3 Granville Waratah 

10/1 Granville Waratah 4 5 Regents Park 

11/3 Granville Waratah 0 0 Merrylands SFC 

12/3 Wentworthville Uniting Church 1 2 Granville Waratah 

13/2 Granville Waratah 1 4 Wentworthville Uniting Church 

14/2 Newington 1 4 Granville Waratah 

15/2 Pendle Hill 3 0 Granville Waratah (Forfeit) 

Youth/1 Granville Waratah Bye   
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TEN QUESTIONS 

A regular feature of our newsletters, this is where we ask totally random (but coincidentally prominent) 

people some questions to see what they make of the world… this week we have Jane Sleijpen who helps 

coach and manage her son William’s under 10 team. 

Jane and William are both new to soccer just this year and this did pose a problem for them for the first two 

questions we normally ask but this is great because there are probably many of you in the same situation – 

soccer is truly the world sport with indisputably the largest following, so there’s no better activity to get 

your young child involved in.  So let’s see what makes our newest recruits to soccer tick by asking 10 

questions! 

1.  Favourite A League player?  
 We’re new to soccer just this year! 

2.  Favourite International Player? 
 See above! 

3.  Favourite breakfast cereal? 
 Light and Tasty 

4.  Kebab or pizza? 
 Definitely kebab with everything, and always with garlic sauce. 

5.  Favourite superhero? 
It’s Superwoman, of course! 

6.  If you could have dinner with anyone in the world, who would it 

be with? 

 Ewan McGregor. He is hilarious and easy on the eye. 

7.  If you were an animal what would you be? 

 A Lion. They are such beautiful creatures and being at the 

top of the food chain is always a good thing. 

8. Favourite song on the radio right now: 

 Adore by Amy Shark 

9. If you had only 24 hours to live, what would you do? 

 I would spend it with my family. We would eat every type of food we love to eat until the very end. 

10. Your favourite Granville Waratah moment? 
William's very first training session. He was so excited to be part of the team. 
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