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FROM THE PREZ
Even though we still have another month of games to be played for this season, the committee has already
started to plan for next season. We want to be more than just a club that provides a place for kids to play
soccer. We have a vision of turning our club into a powerhouse, not just in size as we are certainly growing
in numbers on the back of Parramatta’s construction boom, but rather we want to produce quality. We
want to produce champions that we can all be extra proud of!
For next season we are especially looking at how we can provide more resources and training for our
coaches. I am a firm believer that a quality team and its culture of success both on and off the field begins
with the coach. The results have been clear year after year within our own club, both in the MiniRoos and
full field teams, that a good pro-active and committed coach earns the respect, trust and love of the players
and parents, and accordingly they respond with reciprocation. We are currently speaking with a reputable
Academy so that we can have a working cooperative relationship for next season. It looks exciting!
To provide these resources and tailored training for our coaches, we need to be able to
fund this – the club needs to generate more revenue. That can be done by raising
registration fees and or by attracting sponsors to the club. Traditionally our club has
not had much success at attracting sponsors, typically relying on just one sponsor to
carry the load. This must change. For the club to be a culture of success, we must have
parents who are business owners wanting to contribute to our club’s success. Try
inviting your employers to sponsor and engage in community support. We should also aim to attract local
businesses, especially from the Indian business community in Harris Park.
Can you help with this?
Throughout the year I have had some parents approach me and ask if they can help? Well here is your
chance! Let’s continue the great work we are all doing as a club and let’s aim higher. Rather than seek one
big sponsor, let’s find a number of smaller sponsors to support the club and our objectives to be the best
we can be.
If you can assist with sponsorships or wish to enquire, please contact me directly as I am more than happy
to speak with you.
Noel Dona
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FROM THE SECRETARY
Trust the Public Draw – A remarkable amount of people got in contact with me over the school holidays to
ask whether there were any games on during the holiday break. I estimate it was nearly 10% of the club 
Every person had checked the public draw but didn’t believe what it was telling them. There was only one
game listed for all age groups when normally there is a screen-full of games scheduled.
It’s understandable for those who are new to club football this year. We play 18 rounds of soccer spread
out over (usually) 21 Saturdays and so there will usually be 3 rounds where we don’t play: the Easter
weekend is always one of them, and both of the two lots of school holiday weekends are the usual
candidates as well. This season, due to it starting nearly a week later than normal (April 6th instead of April
1st), there were only 20 days from season start to finish and so we played over the first school holiday
break (which isn’t normal) otherwise we wouldn’t have finished the season in time.
Two points to consider: Please check your entire season schedule when it becomes available and note down
when you have your free weekends. You do this by changing the “Date to” field to the middle of August on
the public draw website. And please trust that the draw is correct in what it is telling you.
The other thing is that parents/players should be asking their coach about the game situation. Rather than
(potentially) the entire club asking the club secretary to get information about games (meaning my phone
would never stop ringing), asking your coach is a much better course of action to take as the club will
always inform the coaches about changes to games who will then forward this information to their teams.

RESULTS FROM ROUND 14
We saw a great round of results this week with the Under 8 Koalas winning a second game in a row, and
the Under 9 Dolphins extending their unbeaten streak. Another streak continued with the club winning
more games than were lost for the sixth week in a row. Great work Granville Waratah SFC!

Age Group / Div.
08 Koalas
08 Wombats
09 Dolphins
09 Koalas
09 Wombats
10 Dolphins
10 Koalas
10 Possums
11 Possums
13 Combined
14 Div. 3
15 Combined
16 Div. 2
AAM Div. 5 WHT
AAM Div. 5 BLK

Home Team

Home Score

Away Score

Guildford County
Ermington United
Pendle Hill
Granville Waratah SFC
Newington BLK
Merrylands SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Pendle Hill
Granville Waratah SFC
Wentworthville Uniting
Regents Park
Guildford McCredie
Holroyd Rangers
Pendle Hill WHT

0
3
1
4
3
0
5
Bye
0
2
3
0
2
2
2

3
3
8
1
0
2
3

2

4
3
0
0
7
4
1

Away Team
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Wenty Waratah
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Dundas United
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Pendle Hill
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Waratah SFC
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MATCH REPORTS
It is our intention to feature in all newsletters, every match report we receive. Coaches, managers and
parents, please organise among you to ensure someone is selected to write a report of the match!
Please try to remember to caption who is who in any photos your team submits to be included in this
newsletter. Email reports and photos to: secretary@granvillewaratah.com.au
All previous newsletters are available from the club website via this link:
http://granvillewaratah.com/wp/newsletters/
Please Note: The final score will only be shown for U8s and up. For 6s and 7s we don’t want to encourage
parents to focus on the score but how much fun and enjoyment their kids are having.
Each week we choose the best report to be the Featured Match Report, this week it goes to the Under 7
Koalas WHT for an engrossing account of their game on the weekend. Thanks to Coach Anthony for
sending it in!
The Under 9 Dolphins win the Photos of the Round for great action shots of goals being scored. Thanks to
Yulia for sending them in!

Under 7 Koalas WHT – Featured Match Report
This week we were a few players down due to winter sickness as we travelled to Rydalmere FC for a cold
early morning kick off at 8.30am.
Running slightly downhill in the first half, Liam, Tristan, Sineth and Arav got our team started and there
were some good signs from the beginning as they called to each other by name and passed the ball around
as a team.
After some good hassling on the ball from Sineth, he was able to work his way to the goal and score the
first points of the match. Celebrations were short-lived however, as Rydalmere soon replied with an
equaliser after Granville were caught standing still, hesitating and not committing themselves to get to the
ball first.
Shortly after the restart, Sushanth quite unexpectedly decided to line himself up from about the halfway
line and strike the ball with conviction and purpose into the goal. He caught the opposition and his own
teammates by surprise, much to the joy of Granville players and spectators alike.
There was some more fantastic passing from our team, particularly between Liam, Arav and Sineth who
were combining well. One memorable move saw Tristan promote the ball to Sineth out wide on the left
hand side of the field, who dribbled the ball skillfully, drawing in two or three opposition players. He then
passed the ball into the centre to an unmarked Liam who’d been calling loudly and who managed to hit the
ball sweetly first time on goal from 10 metres out. The ball flew just wide of the left post, but this passage
of play demonstrated signs of maturity and growth the team is beginning to show as they understand and
learn key aspects of the game.
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We were looking good right across the park, with several more chances in attack, as well as Varish and
Tristan doing a great job in defense to keep Rydalmere out. Varish was venturing further up the field than
usual in this game and at one point found himself with a bit of space near the halfway line and unleashed
his big kick, usually reserved for clearing in defense, to strike the ball past players from both teams and all
the way across the goal line before a desperate Rydalmere defender could run it down.
After a satisfying first half from our team, it was Rydalmere who began strongly in the second period.
Instead of clearing the ball away from our danger area we were messing around trying to dribble out of
trouble when Rydalmere scored from a loose ball With their confidence up, Rydalmere were beginning to
string some passes together and some skillful dribbling from a couple of their players saw a third goal bring
the scores even.
Without panicking at the sudden resurgence from the opposition, Granville
lifted their intensity and completely dominated the rest of the match. Most of
our players had opportunities to score a goal, including Tristan, Liam, Arav,
Sushanth and Sineth who went agonisingly close on several occasions. I could
hear and sense the emotion felt from the parents on the sideline as each shot
went wide of the goals and the score remained 3-3 with the clock ticking away.
After much persistence and effort from everyone, Sineth was able to break the
deadlock with not one, but two goals to finish off the match and to collect our
Player of the Match award.
This was a thoroughly entertaining game and a very pleasing team effort from
every player who contributed significantly to produce a great result. Well done
Granville Koalas!
Coach Anthony
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Under 9 Dolphins
Shrugging off our disappointment over our game of the season against Regents Park being washed out, we
were up against Pendle Hill on the weekend and looking to extend our fine undefeated streak to nine
games straight. We had won our previous encounter against them 3-1 earlier in the season and so we were
looking to either match or improve on that result, and improve we did!
We were without the services of Siddhant and Jamaar, which meant we lined up with Nathan (first half)
and Joseph (second half) in goals, Ethan and Harsh in defence, and Troy, Lucas, Ishan, Anuj, and Ajiri, in
midfield and attack.
The match was not much more than a training
exercise as an unfortunate mismatch was evident
within the first few minutes. Granville players were
confident on the ball and looking up for passes
whereas Pendle Hill were sometimes happy enough
to kick the ball forward whenever they could.
The ball flew into Pendle Hill’s net no less than
eight times during the game with Ishan and Nathan
both picking up hat tricks. Well done to both
players, Ishan for assisting two other goals as well
as scoring his three, and to Nathan who scored all
his goals in the second half after playing between

Ishan scores the team’s first goal

the sticks in the first which included a wonderful
effort where he showed that the slightest nudge past
the goalie is sometimes all a goal needs.
The other two goals were scored by Anuj, the best
was when he completed a nice attack on the Pendle
Hill goal with a deft right foot shot just brimming
with composure, but he could have also had three,
four, or even five if any of his other three shots had
gone in.
Anuj also picked up an assist and is turning into
quite the midfield general with his all round
play.
Ajiri played a great second ball game, ensuring
any breaches in our midfield were quickly
turned into an attack for our team, Troy pulled
off some great dribbles in midfield to get the
ball up-field, while Ethan was ending all of the
dreams of goal-scoring by Pendle Hill players by
always being there when he was needed to get
Ishan prepares to shoot (above left) and then scores!
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the ball to safety.
Joseph was getting into good positions on the field and used his strength to good effect, his dribble in the
first half showing us promising signs of things to come, Lucas controlled the ball well, keeping possession
and invariably dribbling past his opponent, and Harsh, saving the best for last, pulled off our side’s only
goal-saving tackle in a great display of defensive tenacity that is one of the hallmarks of top defenders.
The ending of the game was a bit chaotic as the referee tried to blow for full time only to be told by the
opposition coach that there were still five minutes left to play. I actually agreed with the ref as, by my
watch, we had already played the 20 minutes of the half but I wasn’t too fussed with the extra training on
offer.
Then the ref tried to halt play and
award a throw in to Granville but
the Pendle Hill players either didn’t
hear the whistle or conveniently
ignored it as they took the ball all
the way to our goal and stuck it into
the net! Due to the score already
standing at 8-0, I was happy enough
for Pendle Hill to score a goal
because no-one likes to lose by a
big margin with nothing to show for
their efforts.
Special mention also goes to the
Pendle Hill goalie who pulled off
some spectacular saves during the
match and single-handedly kept the
score below double figures.
For our biggest win of the season,
the players and parents were
Nathan showing that sometimes a nudge is all a goal needs
understandably happy enough, but
it wasn’t a great test of the team’s
abilities and so we are all looking forward to the possibility of a rematch against Regents Park after the
season ends, something both clubs are working towards! We hope to confirm the details of this fixture
soon… in the meantime, we are playing against Merrylands SFC at home this weekend, kick off at 11:30am.
Come along, we’d love the support!
Coach Andy
Final Score: 1 – 8 to Granville Waratah SFC
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Under 10 Dolphins
A Team (Re)Assembles - After an extended absence from the field – wet weather game cancellations and
the ensuing school holidays – the Waratahs were definitely ‘well rested’. But the question would be: were
they primed and game ready?
That question was soon answered. Right from the
early minutes of the game, the Waratahs showed
they were hungry! Hungry to play. Hungry to win!
(Maybe absence truly does make the heart grow
fonder…). These boys – this team – wanted nothing
but to play soccer. They wanted nothing but
control and possession of the ball. They wanted
nothing but to win.
Where we want to be – a Granville attacking free kick

After their time off – in a time of ‘gestation’ perhaps
– they had now reassembled here as stronger individuals,
everyone’s game lifting higher, on all levels. And more
importantly, they had lifted themselves even higher as a
Team. Great calling and communication on the field. Superior
ball control and mature, insightful, in-the-moment decisions
of play being made. Tackling and retrieval of the ball was
outstanding. Everything On Point. And a great win against
Merrylands FC was the result. Well done, Waratahs! The
Team has never gelled so well!
Adee put both our goals in. (One in the first half, one in the
second). Angus captained a great match, acquitting his duties
well (in the absence of our regular captain powerhouse Sarth).

The team together as one

Deon – focused, and constantly driving the opposition away. Saharsh – always in the right place, at the right
time, to make the right move. (And he didn’t even allow an on-field injury to hold him back for long!)
Hrrishi – as always! – best-in-gloves at the goals! Ethan and Frank burnt up an endless amount of fuel as
they covered an endless amount of field – and covered their team.
Dhruv always found himself in prominent positions to make prominent
decisions. Sai in defence ran rings around every Merrylands player that
dared.
Aryan – the concentration of a Zen master – impenetrable. And Tom! –
switched on, to the max!, the entire game. Everything falling into place
for him on the one day, ensuring him our player of the match, in all-round
great Team Game.
Coach Steve
Coach’s Player of the Match: Tom
Final Score: 0 – 2 to Granville Waratah

Tom is Player of the Match and
on top of his game

Report by From the Sidelines
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Under 11 Possums
Another week, another win to the under 11 Possums who have put together some very impressive results
in recent weeks and so it wasn’t a surprise that we saw some impressive performances in our match against
Pendle Hill as the team battled hard to secure a fine 4-0 victory!
Miya, who is our ever reliable main goalie, was her usual awesome self and kept a clean sheet as a result.
But this time she had some help in the second half with Prabhnoor volunteering to wear the goalie gloves,
doing a great job too. Well done Miya and Prabhnoor!
Zachary, our team’s Messi, yet again
scored the lion’s share of the goals, and
picked up a hat trick on the weekend
for his efforts. Well done Zach! And
congrats to Ali who showed great skill
and scored the team’s other goal.
Sebastian stood tall in defence in first
half but had to retire from the field
before the finish of first half.
Aneishah was also outstanding in
defence but Guled, Tahaa, Saksham,
Taym, and Deshaun all contributed
well to the defensive effort and can all
share
in
the
clean
sheet
congratulations!
Nilay, Shivvesh, and Zach all picked up
knocks from the opposition players but
bravely played on! That’s the spirit!
Overall, the score shows the team is
continuously improving but the players
need to show more composure on the
ball and as a whole we need better ball
control, and more accurate passes and
shots at goal.
Players of the Match: the entire team
deserves to win the award but in the
end it went to: Ali, Aneishah, Miya
Nilay, Prabhnoor, and Zach.
Coach Kumar
Final Score: 0 – 4 to Granville Waratah
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Under 15 Combined
After not playing for a month, it was certainly good to get back onto the pitch. We were a little rusty and
the first half quality was below what we expect of ourselves – this was frustrating but expected. We had our
chances and unfortunately Moey missed a penalty hitting it straight at the keeper, when normally he would
find the back of the net – another sign of our rustiness. We remain the best defensive team in the
competition for a reason but we had to rely on Rishabh to pull off a beautiful save that should have been a
goal against us. He was the Player of the Match and he was not rusty!
The second half was better and we controlled much of the game but Regents Park kept us honest and did
give us some trouble. As the game came to an end we found our grove and applied lots pressure with
multiple raids and shots but the opposition scrambled well.
Moey toiled hard on the left and Nick and Shree were strong in the back using their pace on more than one
occasion to run down an attacker. Braha in the middle was moving the ball around the field to his
teammates. Not having Martin and our main scorer Ahmed is certainly making it difficult. We need to find a
way to score. We have Lidcombe next week and that will be a big test!
Coach Noel
Final Score: a 0 – 0 draw

Under 16 Div. 2
Today’s game was against Guildford McCredie and the result was a resounding win to Granville, 7-2.
The two goals Guildford scored were both penalties that were unlucky to be awarded against Granville.
As for our team, the boys they all played brilliantly, starting with the twins Ritesh and Rishabh. Both played
really well and were doing great passes which let to one of our goals. They had good chemistry and clicked
well in the forward position.
Our point striker, Ali, was playing his position, staying with the defenders and making runs and Omid was
supporting him, dictating the play. Our midfield was controlled once again by Deniz who was playing his
position well. He supported the defenders whenever they needed him and made plays to the strikers. He
also took wonderful free kicks which one he assisted a goal with.
The defence was a bit off in the first few minutes of the game with Stefan being a little stiff, but our
defenders picked it up and played brilliant throughout, not letting anyone get through the defence and
playing good position football.
Our keeper also played well, he got unlucky with the penalties where he can improve on, but other than
that he came out supported the defenders, cutting off any plays made by the opponents strikers. Overall it
was a great game by the team, but there’s always room for improvement for everyone.
Coach Stephen
Final Score: 2 – 7 to Granville Waratah
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TEN QUESTIONS
For every issue of Free Kick we select a member of the club and ask him or her 10 questions so that we can
get to know this person. This week we have selected our club Vice-President Tony Farrell.
Tony has been with the club for more than a dozen years. He first joined the club with his twin sons and
soon found himself coaching them to a Grand Championship. For many he was the administrative backbone
of the club and without him we would have struggled to survive. We need more volunteers like Tony. We
love his enthusiasm and wanted to know more about him so this week he takes the 10 questions challenge.

1. Favourite football player?
Sam Kerr
2. Favourite breakfast cereal?
Weet-Bix
3. Wrap me up – Kebab or Burrito?
Kebab
4. Indian Cuisine – Butter chicken or Rogan Josh?
My wife’s Chicken Curry (Fiji Indian style)
5. Your favourite Cartoon character?
Too long ago to remember these
6. Your favourite animal?
Bonobos (pygmy chimpanzee)
7. What was your wedding song?
Having been happily married for > 30 years
now, it is too long ago to remember
8. If you could have dinner with anyone in history, who would it be with?
Jesus, to ask him what he really thinks of all the things that have been done in his name?
9. If you had a time machine, when and where would you go?
Things were pretty bad in much of the past, the future might have big disappointments. I will stay in
the here and now
10. If you could get free tickets to any sporting event in the world, what would it be for?
A Football World cup final (either gender)
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