Granville Waratah SFC Newsletter – 2020 season

Granville Waratah SFC Newsletter
2020 season - Volume 14 - 14th October 2020

FROM THE PREZ
My piece this week can only be about one subject matter – GRAND FINALS!!
Last Saturday our Under 12’s Division 4 team played an epic Final which was decided in a tense and gripping
penalty shootout. Whilst Guildford McCredie missed two attempts, we did not miss any and so claimed
victory. You can still watch the penalty shootout on our Facebook page as I live streamed it with some fun
commentary.
What I found amusing was that when we made the final kick
to win, I started to celebrate and ran onto the field along
with assistant coaches John and Theo from the other side of
the field. You will see that the team were just standing
around at the half way not realising they had won. I even had
to check myself to ensure I wasn’t celebrating prematurely,
but then I realised, these kids are playing their first Final,
their first penalty shootout and they weren’t really sure what
was going on…but when they did their celebration and
euphoria was beautiful to watch. And singing the Victory
Song was music to my ears!
They now join the Under 12’s Division 3 team as the only
teams in the Grand Final as our All Age 4’s unfortunately lost
their Final.
At last Tuesday night’s training, I had a brief talk with each
team. I asked them to look around the park and observe that
no one else was around. I told that that where every other
full field team in the club has failed, they have succeeded and
Our Grand Final teams: U12/3 and U12/4
earned the right to still be training and to play a Grand Final –
this MUST NOT be taken for granted. They may never play another Grand Final again. As a player, I never
even played in a Grand Final, heck I only ever played in one semi-final and lost that. I reminded them that
this is something very special and to continue giving their very best, so that when the full time whistle is
blown, they have no regrets.
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To everyone reading this article, I ask that you please support your club, these two teams, and join us bring
all the blue and gold noise and colour we can to help them win two Grand Championship that we can all
celebrate together as a family club. Do not underestimate the value of your sideline support – it will truly
make a difference! And know that when it is your turn to play in a Grand Final, your club will be there for
you too!
Webbs Avenue Playing Fields, Auburn. Kicking off at 9:00am and 10:30am. See you there!!
Go the ‘Tahs!
Noel Dona,
club president.

TEAM AND PLAYER PHOTOS WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON
The team and player photos are arriving soon and will be available from the canteen to collect. We will
notify your team coach who will then let all the parents know to come collect their photos.

SUMMER SOCCER PROGRAM
We are still trying to get our event sanctioned by Football NSW and hope to proceed with our 8 week Skills
Development Course commencing 6:00pm Tuesday 20th October 2020 at Belmore Park. We will send out
registration details to all miniroos members via email as soon as we have them. Please stay tuned...

RESULTS FROM THE FINALS
Congratulations to our 12/4 team who pulled off a tense and gripping penalty shootout win to proceed to
the Grand Final this weekend!
But bad luck to our All Ages Men’s team who lost their local derby match against Granville Kewpies, better
luck next year guys.

Age Group | Div.
12 Div. 4
AAM Div. 4

Home Team

Home Score Away Score

Granville Waratah SFC
Granville Kewpies

1 (4)
4

2

1 (2)
1

Away Team
Guildford McCredie
Granville Waratah SFC
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GRAND FINAL FIXTURES THIS WEEKEND
Come and cheer our teams this Saturday!

Team
12 Div. 4
12 Div. 3

Opposition
Wenty Waratah
Wentworthville Uniting

Location
Webbs Ave 3
Webbs Ave 3

Kick-off Time
9:00am
10:30am

MATCH REPORTS
We publish every match report we receive. Coaches, managers and parents, please organise among you to
ensure someone is selected to write a report of the match.
All previous newsletters are available from the club website via this link:
http://granvillewaratah.com/wp/newsletters/
Please Note: The final score will only be shown for U8s and up. For 6s and 7s we don’t want to encourage
parents to focus on the score but how much fun and enjoyment their kids are having.
Each week we choose the best report to be the Featured Match Report, this week the U12 Div. 4 team wins
for being the only report sent in. Thanks to Tina for sending it.

Under 12 Div. 4 – Featured Match Report
The team was up against Guildford McCredie on the weekend and victory would mean progress to the
Grand Final. The spectators that managed to make it to watch the match were treated to a nail biting and
thrilling game!
The first goal was scored by Granville and it
came from a defender not known for his
goal mouth heroics. Thayne normally takes
the goal kicks, sending the ball the full
distance of the field, but for this special
moment our opening goal was a gentle
tap-in which sent the crowd crazy!
The team had an opportunity to double the
lead when we were awarded a penalty.
Unfortunately, we missed it which the
team and player especially took quite hard
but the coach quickly turned it around and
lifted their spirits with amazing words of
encouragement and motivation that made them bind together to be the strong team they were on the day!
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Guildford came out strongly in the second half and both teams were locked in a fierce and tense battle to
get the ball into the back of the net. Our defenders were forced to make block after block and, on one
occasion, a fabulous clearing header prevented a goal being scored against us.
But, alas, the team couldn’t hold out a very spirited Guildford McCredie attack and we conceded with only
10 minutes to go. With both teams back level, the last minutes of regular time was very gripping for both
players and spectators but eventually the full-time whistle and we went into extra time.

Both teams played their hearts out, with lots of sweat and a few tears along the way but they kept up the
intensity and did their all to put the ball into the back of the net. But the deadlock couldn’t be broken and
so we went into the lottery that is the penalty shootout.
Guildford went first and, unluckily for the hapless Guildford player, he shot straight at our goalie and we
were already psychologically ahead! Up stepped Granville and we coolly slotted the ball into the bottm left
corner. In fact, every single penalty scored by Granville was the same shot: bottom left corner, and they all
went in! We were leading the shoot-out 3-2 when Guildford again shot directly at our keeper and suddenly
we were only one kick away from victory. Up stepped Granville and we scored to send the watching parents
into raptures!
The coaches and club president ran onto the field to
celebrate but it took the players a few seconds to
realise they had won! It was their first ever penalty
shoot-out so they can be forgiven for not knowing. The
referee’s whistle did the job for those still in the dark
and so a famous victory was secured. What a game!
See you all at the Grand Final this weekend!
Coach Stephen
Report by Tina and Andy
Final Score: 1 – 1 (4 – 2) to Granville Waratah SFC
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We would like to thank our major sponsor:
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